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Go and 


HE city editor sat before his copy-covered 

desk nervously fingering a red and green 
— card upon which was printed, ‘‘Merry 
christmas!” His pile of mail, like yours and 
mine, did not seem to contain anything else 
save cards, each of which brought a variation 
of the same message, and to each of which was 
fixed a different signature. 
_ The editor looked at it with a frown. He 
urned it over, then right again. On his face 
fame a sneer. He read its simple words aloud, 
‘Merry Christmas,’ and the sneer faded into 
1 smile. His finger pushed a button which 
summoned to his desk the brightest and dumb- 
est reporter, not two men, but one. 

“Here’s you assignment for the Sunday 
News,” and he chunked him the whole stack 
of Christmas cards. “I’ve been getting card 
ifter card, some whispering and some shout- 
ng, some pretty and some ugly, some plain 
ind some fancy, some from friends and some 
from folks who wish me dead, and they all 
ay, ‘Merry Christmas.’ Go out and see what 
Christmas really means to the folks of this 
‘ity.’’ He paused and the reporter began, “But, 
ir, 1 don’t know—” 

The editor shut him off: “I know you don’t 
cnow, and it’s no time to boast of your ignor- 
ince. You don’t know, and I don’t know, and 
ve don’t know, and the people of the city 
lon’t know what Christmas really means to 
nen and women today. Because I don’t know, 
ind you don’t know I am sending you out to 
ind out, and you are going to find out, and 
vhen you find out, you are going to write the 
eature story for Sunday. 

Out went the brightest star of the city force. 
Dut of the smoke screen hanging heavy over 
he news office, out into the city. His eyes 
canned the streams of red and green and blue 
ights festooned along and across the city’s 
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main thoroughfare. He stopped at the curb, 
wondering where to go for his first stop in the 
fulfillment of his assignment. 

Crowds pushed along the sidewalks and 
spilled over into the gutters. Automobiles crept 
along, red bells: dangling from rear glasses, 
and Christmas trees were tied to running boards 
and fenders. Men and women laden with 
packages piled high in their arms, little pack- 
ages, medium sized packages, big packages, all 
that long arms could hold, and pockets bulging 
with others, all wrapped with paper printed 
red, and green, and covered with holly, mistle- 
toe, bells and greeting words. 

One young couple dropped a package, and 
the reporter retrieved it for them. ‘Thank 
you,” said. the man. ‘‘Merry Christmas,” said 
the lady. 

“Say,” asked the reporter, ‘what does Christ- 
mas mean to you this year?” 

The smile broadened, and the young man 
said: “We are going to have a tree for Junior. 
He was too little last year to know about 
Christmas, and we are going home to decorate 
it now. We have lights, and tinsel, the red 
candy and everything. We are going to have 
the best Christmas we have ever known, for 
Junior will have a tree this year.” 

The love which delights in giving made the 
faces of this young father and mother radiant 
with inward happiness, and its reflection lighted 
the faces of all who happened to hear their 
joyful words. The reporter responded, “Merry 
Christmas,’ and they went merrily on their 
way. 
“Well Christmas brings business, and I had 
better interview a business concern,” concluded 
the news-gatherer. He pushed his way into the 
crowds hovering over the rapidly depleting 
counters of the department store and to the 
office where the merchant prince sat on a higher 
level from which he could gaze complacently 
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at the shoppers, and listen appreciatively to the 
music the cash registers were making. $ 

‘Merry Christmas,” said the reporter. “Don't 
bother me today. I’m out of goods, and my 
clerks are out of humor, and the shoppers are 
impatient, and I don’t want to see newspaper 
men! I’m not talking— What do you want?” 

‘Just to ask about Christmas. That is all.” 

‘What about Christmas? Business is better 
than it was last year, but we aren’t making any 
money. Taxes are too high. No profits any 
more. But,” he said grudgingly, “we are doing 
all right, I suppose. The Christmas shopping 
does bring us folks who are easier to please 
than we get any other time of the year. And,” 
he smiled, “you can say for me, and I am will- 
ing to be: quoted, ‘Christmas is quite a success 
with us’.” ; 

On his way back to the sidewalk the re- 
porter found one of the sales girls waiting at 
the desk for a package to be dolled properly 
with all the fancy trimmiings designated as 
Christmas wrapping for gifts. He said, “Merry 
Christmas.” 

She looked at him pityingly in almost pro- 
fane silence . . . And then she said, “Merry 
Christmas! Merry? did you say? Merry? 
Tell it to my feet. They don’t feel merry. At 
least they didn’t a few days ago when they, had 
some feeling in them. That was something 
entirely different. For three days now they 
have ‘quit having feelings. Merry Christmas? 
Say, who started this racket, anyhow? But,” 
she continued, and her face softened, and a 
smile came from her eyes if not from her lips, 
“I suppose I can keep on going if folks keep 
coming to get things to give folks to make 
them glad. I’m'willing to do my part to make 
it merry, and maybe this is the way these feet 
of mine do their part.” 

On his way way up the street the reporter 
stepped into the office where social welfare 
work is done, saw families cared for by church 
and club groups, and watched the preparation 
and departure of baskets to homes of poverty 
and illness and unemployment, and helped tie 
Merry Christmas tags around the necks of fat 
fowls and to toys and candy to make glad 
lonely lives. The secretary said: “For the few 
weeks around the Christmas season people are 
kinder and more generous and more thought- 
ful than durinig all the rest of the year. For 
a brief period they do forget themselves in a 
genuine effort to bring good cheer to others. 
Because of the gifts of many people Christmas 
will be merry in many homes this year.” 

The reporter continued his way up and down 
Main Street, jostled by good natured smiling 
crowds, hearing Christmas greetings shouted 
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constantly, until he became both tired 
hungry. He found a table in the corner of 
restaurant to eat his evening meal, and as he 
ate, the radio spoke its message to him: “Hoy 
do you do, ladies and gentlemen. I am speak- 
ing to you from Bethlehem in the ancient land 
of Judea where Jesus was born. I am standing 
just within the doors of St. Mary's Church, 
better known to you as the Church of the Na 
tivity. Less than a mile from here is the field 
where angels appeared to the shepherds an- 
nouncing the birth of Christ. In this same 
field young David, later the great king in Jeru- 
salem, tended the flocks of Jesse his father. On 
this same hillside at a still earligc time Ruth 
gleaned in the fields of Boaz. Around the 
corner from where I am speaking to. you is the 
well for whose sweet water David longed when 
he was an exile, and for which three mighty 
men in his army risked their lives. a 

“Under the present floor of this church, 
which, by the way, is the oldest church of the 
Christian world, is the spot marked by a large 
silver star where Jesus was born of the Vir 
Mary. Near where I stand the Wise Men led 
their cavaran when the strange star in the 
heavens guided them to Bethlehem. The bell 
tower which usually sends its Christmas music 
to the whole Christian world is hushed by w, 
this year. The large square before the church 
which usually is crowded with pilgrims from 
many lands is now occupied by a machine gua 
detachment of the British army. That ruin 
across the square is the charred remains of the 
city hall burned by the Arabs in.1938. Around 
the shepherds’ field is a high barbed wire fence 
of a detention camp for recalcitrant ee 
regret to report there will be no Chris 
music from Bethlehem this year. I return you 
now to the office of the National Broadcasting 
Company in New York. Merry Christmas to 
all you people back in the United States.” 

As the radio program changed, the reporter 
arose from his seat, and wandered out into the 
street again. Within the next few minutes he 
came to a church brilliantly lighted from within 
to make glorious a window telling in gleaming 
glass the story of how when shepherds watch 
their flocks by night, the angel announced the 
coming of One Who was Saviour of men, 
whose advent gives glory to God in the high- 
est, and is a harbinger of peace on earth, and 
of good will to men. “The Church has some- 
thing to do with Christmas,’ mused the re- 
porter, “I'll step in and see what it has to say 
about Merry Christmas.” 

He went within and slipped into a pew while 
the service continued. He heard the Christmas 
story read from the Gospel of Luke and felt 


The Ewpositor 
oe 


> 
2 


imself among the shepherds while the angels 
ang. He heard the carols by the choir, ‘Joy 
0 the world, the Lord is come,” and “‘Silent 
ight, Holy Night,” and listened while the 
minister told of tragic conditions about the 
Land of Sacred Story on this Christmas day. 
~ He hears the minister say: “Christmas begins 
When Jesus comes. Christmas lives when Jesus 
ives. All other ‘paths have proven will-o-the- 
wisps which led mankind to despair, disillu- 
ionment, defeat, death. Only the road to the 
ittle town of Bethlehem, the road of righteous- 
less, truth, justice and love remains untrod. 
Why not walk therein for God and with God? 
Why not accept God’s Christmas gift within 
he soul, and share Him with others? With 
im,’’ said the preacher, ‘‘we can face the fu- 
ure with confidence and hope.” The minister 
losed the service with the prophetic prayer: 
“Hatred and greed and pride shall die, 
Cannon and swords shall prostrate lie; 


Warring shall end! The world will cry— 
For he shall speak peace. 


“They shall not strive in earth again, 
Honor shall come to dwell with men; 
Children shall bide in safety then— 

For he shall speak peace. 


“Desolate plains, now bleak and cold, 
Burst forth again in green and gold! 
Birds in the trenches, sing as of old— 

For He shall speak peace.” 


Back to the office of the city editor went the 
reporter. “Chief, here is my material. But 1 
cannot shape it together into a single story. 
Christmas means a different thing to every man 
I met. But Christmas is sweet and fine and 
great and wonderful, and I have learned this: 
Christmas can mean more, far more than any 
of us have ever dared to believe if we keep the 
spirit of the Christ in our hearts this day.” 

“Very well,” said the editor, ‘tell the tale 
to the people the way it came to you, and let 
every man have a chance to receive the Christ 
Child in his soul and heart. Merry Christmas 
to you.” 

“Merry Christmas to you.” 

“And Merry Christmas to you all.” 


(Matt. 
3:8.) , 
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candle in a cardboard square on entering the church. A table in front of the pulpit 
or chancel holds eleven red candles of different lengths arranged in separate, low holders 
to form a star, five outer points, five inner points, and one in the center. The windows, 
pupit and organ may be decorated with red candles and evergreen. 


As the organ plays softly the children’s choir enters from the rear of the church 
holding lighted candles with which they light the candles around the church windows, 
pulpit and organ. The minister and his assistant follow, the former entering the pulpit 
and the latter first lighting the center candle then sitting near by. As each part of the 
service is announced, the assistant lights a new candle, each time taking the light from 


the center candle, or the Star of Bethlehem. 


At the close of the service, the minister comes to one side of the table while the 
assistant stands at the other. Each takes the light from the center candle. The choir 
divides and comes down on either side of the table, lighting their candles from the min- 
ister or assistant, then passing down through the church lighting the candles of the con- 
gregation. At the singing of the last carol, the candles are raised high, then each one 
leaves quietly, carrying out the lighted candles. 


East Lexington, Mass. 


December, 1944 


Page 549 


PROCESSIONAL— ‘O Come, All Ye Faithful.” 
—Traditional. 

Prayer—Our Father, for the joys of this glad 
time, its merry songs, and its bright gifts, we 
thank Thee. For the homes that make life 
dear to us, and for the friends that we love, 
we thank Thee. For all noble men and women 
whose lives have made the earth more beautt- 
ful, we thank Thee. We thank Thee especially 
for the great and good Teacher whose birth we 
celebrate with festivals of peace and good will. 
We are deeply grateful to Him and to Thee, 
out Father, for the lessons that He taught and 
for the example that He gave us. May we 
show our thankfulness in unselfish, happy 
hearts, in generous words, in the cheer that 
makes those around us glad; in forgiving in- 
juries and in seeking forgiveness from any we 
have injured, in tender pity for the poor, the 
hungry, the sick, the oppressed, and all who 
cannot have a merry Christmas. Thus would 
we rejoice in the memory of Jesus, and thus 
carry within us, and become ourselves, thy 
Christmas gift of peace on earth, goodwill to 
men. Amen. 


PROPHECY 


How beautiful upon the mountains are the 
feet of him that bringeth good tidings of good, 
that publisheth salvation, that saith unto Zion, 
thy God reigneth. For unto us a child is born, 
unto us a son is given; and the government 
shall be upon his shoulders; and his name 
shall be called, Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
(Isaiah 52:7, 9:6.) 


The World awaits its King 
The time of birth draws nigh; 
Prepare his praises now to sing 
All hail to God on high. 


No golden chariot drawn 

By prancing steeds in train; 

In lowly manger cradle born, 
O'er waiting world to reign. 


No jeweled crown he'll wear, 

Nor purple raiment dressed 

But bowed with common human cares 
He'll fill the prophet’s quest. 


He'll rule the world in love, 
No army’ll prove his might; 
His royal banner, like a dove, 
Will presage peace and right. 


His throne’ll be the heart 
His power will conquer sin; 
O come ye now yourselves apart: 
Pray he may enter in. 
(“Behold He Comes’ —Ernest F. McGregor) 


“It came upon the Midnight Clear.” —Richard 
S. Willis. 


Page 550 


ANNUNCIATION 

An angel of the Lord appeared unto him in 
a dream and said, Joseph thou son of David, 
fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife, for 
she shall bring forth a son; and thou shalt 
call his name Jesus; for it is he that shall save 
his people from their sins. (Matt. 1:20-21.) — 


The time draws near to the birth of Christ: 
The moon is hid; the night is still; 

The Christmas bells from hill to hill 
Answer each.other in the mist. 


Four voices of four hamlets round, 
From far and near, on mead and moor, 
Swell out and fade, as if a door 

Were shut between me and the sound: 


Each voice four changes on the wind, 
That now dilate, and now decrease, 
Peace and goodwill, goodwill and peace, 
Peace and goodwill, to all mankind. j 
(“The Time Draws Near”—Alfred Tennyson) 


“Hark the Herald Angels Sing.” — Chester 
Wesley. 


J 


; 
WAITING. $ 
And Mary said, My soul doth magnify the 
Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my 
Saviour. For he that is mighty hath done 
me great things, and holy is His name. 
hath showed strength with His arm; he hath 
scattered the proud in the imagination of their 
heart. He hath put down princes from theif 
thrones, and hath exalted them of low degree. 
The hungry He hath filled with good things; 
and the rich He hath sent empty away. He 
hath given to Israel his servant, that He mig 
remember mercy toward Abraham, and his seed 
forever (Luke 1:46-47, 49, 51-55.) 


Shepherds there were, who in the fields by night 
Kept watch, not wisting that a chorus bright 

Of angels would to them the news convey— 
The dawning of the world’s most potent day. 


As I kept watch beside my sheep, 4 

An angel brought me news to keep, ; 

He said there shall be born this night 

A little child of love and light. q 
(‘Peace on Earth’—Helen Wieand Cole) 


“Watchman, Tell Us of the Night.”—Lowell 
Mason. 


PLACE 

Now it came to pass in those days, there 
went out a decree from Caesar Augustus that 
all the world should be enrolled. And all went 
to enroll themselves, every one to his own city. 
And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of 
the city of Nazareth into Judea, to the city of 
David which is called Bethlehem, because he 
was of the house and the family of David, to 
enroll himself with Mary, who was betrothed 
to him. (Luke 2:1, 3-5.) 
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Long was the way to Bethlehem 
To those who sought of old, 

By burning sands and bitter springs 
And nights of haunting cold. 


Hard was the way to Bethlehem 
So far it seemed, so far 

By flowerless vales and arid slopes 
And barren heights that bar. 


But their way to Bethlehem 
It was no’ longer lone, 
Joy was their comrade, those who trod 
Over bruising shad and stone. 
(“The Way to Bethlehem’”—Clinton Scullard) 


‘O Little Town of Bethlehem.” — Phillips 
Brooks. 


iVENT 


Now all this is come to pass that it might be 
ulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through 
he prophet, saying, Behold the virgin shall be 
with child, and shall briing forth a son, and 
hey shall call his name Immanuel, which is, 
eing interpreted, God with us. And she 
sought forth her first born son; and she 
ytapped him in swaddling clothes and laid 
im in a manger, because there was no room 
‘or them in the inn. (Matt. 1:22-3; Luke 
i) 


There were three lights that night, 

[he star above the darkness, crystal fair; 
The foremost angel’s garment flaming white; 
[he baby’s circled hair. 


Three sounds upon the hill; ; 

4 sudden song; low drawn a woman's sigh; _ 
And, when the midnight deepened gray and still, 
A little, little cry. 


Three woes: a witless lamb 

ost from the scattered flock; its mother grieving; 
The long, deep slumber of the townfolk — blind 
And deaf and unbelieving. 


(here was Faith, Hope and Love; 
faith that had known; Hope that had waited well; 
‘ove that had wrought; and in their trembling midst. 


mmanuel! 
; (“God With Us’—Nancy Byrd Turner 


‘Silent Night, Holy Night.”—Traditional. 


ANNOUNCEMENT 

And there were in the same country shep- 
yerds abiding in the field, and keeping watch 
y night over their flock. And an angel of the 
cord stood by them, and the glory of the Lord 
hone round about them, and they were sore 
fraid. And the angel said unto them, Be not 
fraid, for I bring you good tidings of great 
oy which shall be to all people. For there is 
orn to you this day in the city of David a 
saviour, who is Christ the Lord. And this 
hall be a sign unto you. Ye shall find the 
abe wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying 
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in a manger. And suddenly there was with 
the angel a multitude of the heavenly host 
praising God and saying, Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace to men of good 
will. (Luke 2:8-14.) 


Out of the midnight sky a great dawn broke, 
And a voice singing flooded them with song. 
In David's city he was born, it sang, 

A saviour, Christ the Lord. Then while they sat 
Shivering with the thrill of that great cry, 

A Mighty choir a thousand fold more sweet 
Suddenly sang, Glory to God, and Peace— 
Peace on earth; their hearts almost unnerved 
By that swift loveliness, would hardly beat. 
Speechless they waited till the accustomed night 
Gave them no promise more of sweet surprise. 


(The Shepherd Spoke’’—John Erskine) 
“The First Noel.” —Traditional. 


SHEPHERDS 

And it came to pass when the angels went 
away from them into heaven, the shepherds 
said to one another, Let us now go even unto 
Bethlehem, and see the thing that is come to 
pass, which the Lord hath made known unto 
us. And they came with haste, and found both 
Mary and Joseph, and the babe lying in the 
manger. And when they saw it, they made 
known concerning the saying which was spoken 
to them about the child. And all that heard 
it wondered at the things which were spoken 
unto them by the shepherds. But Mary kept 
all these sayings and pondered them in her 
heart. And the shepherds returned, glorifying 
and praising God for all the things which they 
had heard and seen even as it was spoken unto 
them. (Luke 2:15-19.) 


Only a manger, cold and bate, 
Only a maiden mild, 
Only some shepherds kneeling there, 
Watching a little child; 
And yet that maiden’s arms unfold 
The King of Heaven above, 
And in that Christ-Child we behold 
The Lord of Life and Love. 
(‘The Christmas Symbol’—Anozn. ) 


“While the Shepherds Watched Their Flocks.” 
George Handel. 


WIsE MEN 

Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of 
Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold 
Wise-men from the East came to Jerusalem say- 
ing, Where is he that is born King of the 
Jews? for we saw his star in the east, and are 
come to worship him. Then Herod called the 
Wise-men and learned of them exactly what 
time the star appeared. And he sent them to 
Bethlehem, and said, Go and search out exactly 
concerning the young child; and when ye have 
found him, bring me word, that I also may 
come and worship him, and they, having heard 


Page 551 


the king, went their way. And lo, the star 
which they saw in the east, went before them 
till it came and stood where the young child 
was. And when they saw the star, they re- 
joiced with exceeding great joy. And they 
came to the house and saw the young child 
with Mary his mother; and they fell down and 
worshipped him, and opening their treasures 
they offered unto him gifts, gold, and frankin- 
cence, and myrrh. (Matt. 2:1-2, 7-11.) 


I came from Tigris’ sandy plain 
Where I beheld the wondrous star; 
With my slow creeping camel train 
I nightly followed it afar. 


I came from Persia’s table-land 
That lies beyond the Syrian dawn; 
A candle in an angel’s hand 
It seemed, before the stars had gone. 


And I ’mid mountains heavenly piled 
I saw the star that led them west; 

I, too, with them would seek the Child, 
I, too, would make the Holy Quest. 


We asked in great Jerusalem, 

But none could tell us of his birth, 
And then to little Bethlehem 

We came — the least of all the earth. 


Then came we to our journey’s goal, 
No farther had we need to roam, 
There was home for every soul 
Where Christ himself could find no home. 
(‘The Three Wise Men’’—John Finley) 


“We Three Kings of Orient Are.’—John H. ~ 


Hopkins, Jr. 


FULFILLMENT 


And being warned by God in a dream that 
they should not return to Herod, they departed 


Sate 
AE The World 


VICTOR E. BECK 


"To all the world,” the angels said 
“The Word of peace shall go. 

To all the world the Father's love 
In healing streams shall flow.” 


Today our daughters and. our sons 
Are scattered far and wide. 

Our greetings thus to all the world 
We send this Christmastide. 


To us at home, to you away, 
The old, new message rings, 

As ‘Peace on earth, good will to men,’ 
The heavenly chorus SINGS. 


Worcester, Mass. 
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into their own country another way. And t 
came and dwelt in a city called Nazareth, 
it might be fulfilled which was spoken by 1 
prophets. (Matt. 2:12, 23.) 


O flaming star in that far darkness shining! 
Prophetic herald of the Christ-child’s birth, 

Thy light was challenge to an age declining, 
And promise of a better, fairer earth. 


Above the crumbling power of empires dying, 
The gilded pomp of king laid in the dust, 
The ruthless, brutal might of war defying, 
Thy light rebuked the world’s consuming lust. 


Our troubled world, still bound by brutal passi 
Gropes blindly in its darkened, blood-stained 

And still, above its sordid laws and fashions, 
Thy constant light foretells the fairer day. 


Oh, star of hope, still in our darkness gleaming! 
Not vain the promise of the Christ-child’s birth 
Not futile all our hoping and our dreaming— 
His love and peace shall yet redeem the earth.. 
(‘The Christmas Star”—Marion Franklin H. 


Prayer— ‘Our Father, as the shepherds 
those Judean hills heard the angel’s song an 
rejoiced, so our hearts are filled with joy as w 
have heard again the old, old story that ¥ 
love so well. As the wise men offered the 
gifts, so we offer ourselves to Thee as we @ 
proach this anniversary of His birth. We pray 
our Father, that as they saw the star and fe 
lowed it, so may we see the Light of Life, am 
follow Him through the years to come. Ma 
our Christmas season be a happy and joyful on 
for all.” Amen. 

THE PASSING OF THE LIGHTS 
“Joy to the World.”’—Isaac Watts. 


BENEDICTION. 


And for that glorious time we pray 
When peace indeed shall come; 
When swords are sheathed, and guns are stille 
And you again are home. 


May you who over all the earth 
In war are battling now 

So live the Christ, that all the world 
Soon at His Name shall bow. 


Then shall this saddened Christmastid 
Not come and go in vain; 

So shall the moment's ache and woe 
Bring an eternal gain. 
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THE ATMOSPHERE OF CHRIST 


RALPH P. RASMUSSEN 


HEN Christ came everything was in 

readiness. The Scripture, “When the 

fullness of time came, God sent forth 
His Son,” was actually fulfilled. We are well 
aware that the Roman government had made 
its contribution to His coming without being 
aware of the fact that it had done so. This 
preparation was made in the form of good 
roads, the Greek language, laws, and the crea- 
tion of a universal cry for a Redeemer. The 
Biblical stories tell of the preparation for Jesus’ 
coming. No other stories in all the world 
compare with those beautiful passages. Christ 
came into a needy world and He faces the 
same kind of a world today. 

When God designs to do something for men, 
He begins with a baby. That is what He did 
the first Christmas; thus the heart of Christ- 
mastide is, “God so loved the world that He 
gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in Him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life.” God gave His Son when the 
fulness of time was come because He cared 
and will always care for the children of men. 

_ God gave His Son to be the eternal Saviour 
for all time. God sent His Son into the world 
to confirm a moral order. God placed His Son 
into the world that the Son might make possible 
an atmosphere in which men might live out 
the Golden Rule. Some writer has said that 
“The Golden Rule is the keystone of all of our 
relations—the very heart and soul of the demo- 
cratic way of life.” 

_ Atmosphere is one of the most important 
things in all the world. Life would be impos- 
sible without it. Its power is to be seen in the 
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variations of climate and in racial characteris- 
tics. However, there is another kind of atmos- 
phere. In this realm Christ moves and seeks 
to help create an atmosphere in which men 
might have confidence and courage. 

Jesus, born amid humble circumstances, grew 
to manhood, and gave to us these eternal words, 
“Let not your heart be troubled, ye believe in 
God.” The reality behind these calm, reassur- 
ing words is the basis for spiritual security. 
Here is the evidence of the availability of God, 
the assurance that God is with us. Here is the 
truth that there can be a song at midnight, a 
bloom in the desert. The full impact of the 
meaning of these words of Jesus makes for an 
atmosphere of trust and confidence. 

Christ of Bethlehem is our only hope for the 
creation of that atmosphere in which peace and 
good will are possible. Jesus is the inspiration 
of the angelic chorus, “Peace on earth, good 
will toward men.’ Long after the transpirings 
of this day have passed into history the influ- 
ence of Christ will be at work. The Son of 
Righteousness is still going about doing good. 
No matter how dark the night, in the atmos- 
phere of the Christ, we may believe that joy 
cometh in the morning. 

It is courage we must have to live in our 
day. This courage we attain from the Eternal 
Sources, even God. We are heartened by the 
statement of Sir Humphrie Gilbert that we are 
as ‘‘near to God at sea as by land.’ The mes- 
sage of Christmas is that we are as near to God 
in time of tribulation as during the time when 
we are far removed from distress. This Christ 
of ours gives us the atmosphere in which we 
live and move and have our being. 


ae 


Beatitudes for the Home 


Blessed are they who rejoice in their children; 
To them is revealed the Fatherhood of God. 
Blessed are they who know the power of love; 
They dwell in God, for God is love. 
Blessed are the songful of soul; 
They carry light and joy to shadowed lives. 
Blessed are they that see visions; 
They shall rejoice in the hidden ways of God. 
Blessed are they that have understanding hearts; 
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To them shall be multiplied kingdoms of 
delight. 
Blessed are the childless, loving children still; 
Their’s shall be a mightier family—even as 
the stars of heaven. 
Blessed are they whose memories we cherish; 
Our thoughts add jewels to their crowns. 


—]. Warren Hastings. 
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The Editors Columns’ 


BR 


Christmas, a Fact 


OU cannot cut Christmas out of the Cal- 

endar, nor out of the hearts of men. It 

is the day when Christ, when Christianity 
was born. It is the greatest of all holidays, 
Christian and pagan as well.. It is our grandest, 
most welcome festival of the year. 

Judge days and events and persons, too, by 
what they do. We are not totem-pole worship- 
pers. Christmas actually stills the hum of In- 
dustry and muffles the noise of the market- 
place. Christmas plays no favorites. To rich 
and poor, to white, black and brown, to master 
and slave, to patrician and plebian alike, Christ- 
mas is Christmas. It is sensitive to neither 
temperament nor temperature. Its great heart 
varies not whether it be a bull or a bear market. 

No wonder Christmas is sung, world round 
in carol and hymn. No wonder our noblest of 
prose and poetry extol Christmas. Dramatized 
in play and pageant, glorified in theme and 
story, Christmas is preached as is no other day. 

When we think of art, poetry, ritual, sculp- 
ture, customs and folklore, how greatly has it 
been: inspired and enhanced by this day of 
days. When we catch a wee glimpse of what 
this day may be in the hearts and lives of war- 
ring men of every hue, only then do we catch 
a suggestion of its intrinsic worth and potential 
power. Where, in the Parliament of Nations, 
where in the Brotherhood of Man can you 
point to a greater spirit for the lighting of our 
errant ways, than that of Christmas. 

‘For unto you is born this day—a Saviour— 
the Prince of Peace.’ Our times need Christ- 
mas, May it be yours to have and to share. 


Lyre 


Non-Essentials 


HE status of the national and international 

church agencies is a vital one, unaltered 

by any War Manpower Commission de- 
cree. 

Recently the WMC ruled national and inter- 

national church agencies to be ‘non-essential.’ 
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Yet, to these very “non-essentials,” unaware of 
their non-essentiality, the United Nations Re 
lief and Rehabilitation Administration turned, 
asking fifteen million pounds of clothing to 
send overseas. Other governmental agencies 
have placed heavy responsibility for social and 
recreational programs for camps and industrial 
communities upon such church agencies, obvi- 
ously unaware, too, that they are “non-essen= 
tial.” To depend upon “non-essential” agencies 
for essential war-time activities leads one to 
wonder as to the accepted definition of the 
terms ‘‘essential” and “non-essential,” in WMC 
circles. ; 

Naturally, the WMC ruling has already im 
paired the work and efficiency of various na 
tional and international church agencies, for 
though these agencies are contributing of their 


-personnel to the armed forces, they are denied 


by government to fill staff vacancies by em- 
ploying substitute personnel released for enter 
prises classified as “‘essential.’”” There is a bot 
tom to every well and at a time when the gov- 
ernment asks and expects widely increased set 
vices from the church, it, as the same time, 
makes it most difficult if not impossible for 
the church agencies to build up and maintain 
the staff necessary to meet those same demands. 
It’s all very confusing. | 

WMC maintains there is a difference between | 
the local church and the national church agen- 
cies, oblivious of the fact that both are essen- 
tial members of the same body. The local 
church, says WMC, is “essential.” The na- 
tional agency “non-essential.” Yet, the Episco- 
pal Church says that not less than 549 of her 
local churches will have to close if her national 
agencies are made to cease functioning. Would 
WMC sacrifice 549 “essentials” for “one non- 
essential” ? ; 

The Presbyterians point to their 2225 local 
churches, 1334 Mission Sunday Schools and 
1523 pastors, all marked by the WMC, “‘essen- 
tial.” All of them are wholly dependent upon 
the national Board of Mission for support a 


direction. This Board WMC says is “non 
essential.” 
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Everywhere there are being provided by the 
National Council or the Diocese, numerous ser- 
vices which the local church does not or can- 
not handle. Many of these are specifically war- 
time works. WMC cries “Cultivate, nurture, 
tend the fruit, but only after destroying the 
root.” Increase in knowledge of the church 
and its functioning, and hardly less than that, 
might help, for obviously some of the govern- 
mental agencies are not conversant with the 
facts involved. 

_ Reports have already come in from national 
church agencies, indicating a 30% to 40% 
increase in needed service from staffs which 
the WMC ruling has already cut 10% or more 
in personnel, and which will be cut more so 
long as war continues to call to the ranks and 
WMC prohibits hiring of replacement per- 
sonnel. It will remain so, so long as govern- 
ment says to the church, “The ‘essentials’ to 
your ‘essentials’ we hold to be ‘non-essential’.” 

In no generation of men will the church or- 
ganization and efficacy survive unless the watch- 
men in its towers are alert. If you know one 
activity of the hour more utterly essential than 
the least activity of the church of the Prince 
of Peace, name it, for while others may ques- 
tion it, men of true perspective and vision hold 
the church, in its every part, a first priority. 


Ae 
Light From Dark 


HROUGHOUT human history, over and 
over again, it has been in times of dark- 
ness, calamity and evil, that new light and 
new revelations of truth have broken through 
from God to men. Jesus, Isaiah and the 
prophets spoke out of such times and showed 
new ways of light and love and goodness and 
peace for the human race. The present world 
situation is no different qualitatively than pre- 


vious dark times. It differs only quantitatively. | 


It is world-wide. But the very fact that it 1s 
world-wide, in turn makes it possible for the 
new light and truth when it breaks through 
also to go around the world and lead the en- 
tire human race into newness of life. 

Now the prophets who appear in dark days 
always come from among those who refuse to 
allow their thinking and attitudes to be altered 
or coerced by the pressures of the contemporary 
circumstances in which they live, but who insist 
upon steadfast loyalty to eternal principles, 
come what may. In fact those who in dark 
days bring new light and leading to mankind 
go a step farther. They press forward, as Jesus 
did, on new frontiers of goodness. They bring 
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new revelations and understanding of greater 
potential goodness than man has ever before 
dreamed of as possible. Some religious think- 
ers, like Gerald Heard in his studies of the 
Lord’s Prayer and Beatitudes, and others are 
already exploring the outposts of new spiritual 
achievements for the human race. When the 
Light breaks through again, it will go round 
the world. And our eyes shall behold the sal- 
ay, which God has prepared for all people. 
—]. M. 


Birthday Greetings 


EVENTY-FIVE years is a long time in the 
life of an individual or a publishing 
house. Be either active through the years, 

in a constructive way, accomplishment is more 
than may be figured on the credit or debit side 
of the ledger. 

Consider the benefit to one person which 
comes from the reading of one good book. 
Multiply that benefit by the number of each 
book printed during the course of a year, and 
then multiply that total by seventy-five years 
and you begin to see why Fleming H. Revell 
Company of New York City knows the joys of 
honest accomplishment, as they celebrate their 
seventy-fifth year of publishing religious books. 
You see why, also, countless Revell friends 
rejoice with them and wish them many happy 
returns of the day. The Fleming H. Revell 
Company, Will Barbour, President, Wm 
Wooster, Treasurer, long time close friends of 
your Expositor, today set out upon the last 
quarter of their first century-lap, with Exposztor 
good wishes for continued striking achieve- 
ment in the production of noteworthy books 


for ministers. Sse 


Christmas 


To a world grown old in sin 
And ready to despair 
A message of HOPE through the night comes 
in, 
Borne on the Christmas air. 


To a world grown weary of war 
There comes a message of LOVE 

The message the herald angels bore 
From the heavenly home above. 


From a world that has waited long 
The answer of FAITH we send, 
For the promise we find in the angels’ song 
Of a kingdom that has no end. 
—Edwin Wyle 
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THE CHURCH 
AT WORK. 


For His Mercies Are Many 


Approaching the Christmas season, and the 
close of this momentous year, we are minded 
to look back upon the scenes of a long ago 
happening, vividly described in II Samuel 
24:1-14, where we find characters aplenty, 
with much emphasis on what is to be done 
with and about “‘the people,” and we find the 
STAR of the performance confronted with the 
necessity of making a great decision. Let us 
rehearse the scene as it occurred— 


“For when David was up in the morn- 
ing, the word of the Lord came unto the 
prophet Gad, David’s seer, saying, Go and 
say unto David, Thus saith the Lord, 
offer thee three things; choose thee one 
of them, that I may do it unto thee.” 


The great story continues, with the prophet 
Gad, confronting the star of this story with a 
choice of ‘three things’’ which the Lord had 
outlined. What is the choice of this ancient 
leader? Does he call his cabinet members ? 
his bureaus? his commissions? his personal 
representatives into conference? What does the 
story say? Here it is— 

“And David said unto Gad, I am in a 
great strait: let us fall now into the hand 
of the LORD, for his mercies are great: 
and Jet.me not fall into the hand of man.” 
Let us read more of the great story. We see 

here a picture of the evil wrought, the suffer- 
ing and death of thousands of men, the dan- 
gets threatening to envelop the whole of 
David's kingdom. Seeing the havoc about him, 
the suffering of innocent people, David has 
more great lines in this drama between God 
and man. ‘David spake unto the Lord when 


he saw the angel that smote the people, and 
said— 
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‘Lo, I have sinned, and I have done 
wickedly: but these sheep, what have 
they done? Let thine hand, I pray thee, 
be against me, and against my father’s 
house!’ 

The drama continues—And Gad came that 
day to David, and said unto him, “go up, reat 
an altar unto the Lord on the threshing floor.” 

The “threshing floor’ of ancient times, the 
scene where men toil and sweat for their daily 
bread has become the steel foundry, the mine, 
the shipyard, the automobile factory, the 
clothing factory, the refinery in our time. “Rear 
an altar unto the Lord on the threshing floor.” 

“Rear an Altar unto the Lord’’ where the 
people are, where they live, where they toil, 
where they follow the edicts of those who are 
in command, so the lives and toil as well as 
the command, may be directed toward the 
glory of God, and carry out His will among 
men and nations. God does not say, “keep up 
the morale, to speed up the work,” nor, “put 
on a personnel program,” nor, “give the people 
a raise in pay for their toil, or a bonus.”” God 
said, “Rear an Altar unto the Lord on the 
threshing floor!”—W. S. R. 


> 


School for Visual Education Students 


The summer course in visual education, of- 
fered by the International Council of Religious 
Education, reported 200 students from all parts 
of the country. The one-week course was held 
at North Park College, Chicago, and besides 
utilization courses at various age levels, work in 
making still photographs, there was instruction 
in motion picture printing and production, 
under Rev. W. L. Rogers of the Religious Film 
Association and Wm. F. Gruse, manager of 
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1. The class in Motion Picture study observes the operation of equipment, cleaning, oiling, and focusing. 
2. Class studies camera and projection equipment at close range. 
3. Class in session; observing demonstration of subject matter. 


Bell & Howell Films Division. The projection 
class was conducted by W. A. Moen, Bell & 
Howell Educational Division. 

Reports are that this nation-wide conference 
will be followed by many similar gatherings on 
a local scale, fostering competent use of film 
and photographic service in the Church and 
Sunday School. 


as 
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Chalk and Object Talks 


Expositor subscribers write frequently for ad- 
ditional books of Object Talks, and we suggest 
that you secure a book of 70 such talks, written 
by C. W. Baker, Jr., and published by Standard 
Publishing Co. The book has paper cover, the 
illustrations or drawings are simple, and the 
author's suggestions should provide a weaith 
‘of material for any preacher's ‘Idea Chest.” 
There is no price given on the copy before the 
writer. The address of Standard Publishing 
Co. is Cincinnati, Ohio, and your book dealer 
will be glad to order the book for you. 
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A Prayer For a New Day 

Eternal God, in whom we live and move 
and have our being, guide us in our forward 
march into another year. Thou whose almighty 
and reassuring hand is stretched out to us in 
Jove and mercy, guide us in each new day, each 
new privilege, each new undertaking. Let Thy 
face shine upon the chart of each day’s adven- 
ture; permit us to walk beside Thee in confi- 
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dence and hope, so the day’s end may find us 
resting in the sure knowledge that the day’s ac- 
complishments were wrought through Thy 
guidance, strength, and grace. 

Open our hearts, our Heavenly Father, and 
make us more increasingly alive to the sacred- 
ness of life, the dignity of the individual man, 
the wealth of opportunity before us, all to be 
used to the spiritual progress of man and the 
greater glory of God. 

Grant us insight into the perplexing ques- 
tions of life, Heavenly Father, so we may 
choose the way that is Thy will. Grant us 
strength in the face of small and enticing 
temptations, and keep us from harbouring dis- 
trust in our contacts with fellow men. Allay 
our unceasing haste in our daily endeavours, 
implant in our hearts a vigorous respect for 
contemplation, meditation, and communion 
with Thee, and grant us the grace to walk by 
Thy Word. We ask in Jesus’ Name. Amen. 


ae 
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Volumes of Prayers 

‘Remember Now,” daily devotional reading 
for young people, compiled and arranged by 
Walter Dudly Cavert, for the days of each 
week in the year. $1.00. Abingdon-Cokes- 
bury. You will like this handbook, 41, x 6”, 
224 pages, the outgrowth of work with young 
people. 

“Every Day a Prayer,” a Modern Manual for 
Personal Devotion, by Marguerite Harmon 


ww 
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Bro, Willett, Clark & Co., $1.50, 5x7” 396 
pages. This little volume will not be put aside, 
if once examined. It is truly a mine of in- 
spiration. 

“The Prayers of the Bible,” $1.50, Judson 
Press. This precious little volume of 180 pages 
was compiled by Elinore Mapes Pierce, Min- 
neapolis, Minn., as a result of “being District 
Prayer Leader for a number of years for the 
Baptist Women’s Mission Societies’ which led 
her to a keen desire to know more about the 
prayers of Bible record. 

“A Symphony of Prayer,” $2.50, Judson 
Press, 247 pages, 9x 51.” This volume was 
compiled by Herbert Hewitt Stroup, thoroughly 
indexed, is priceless to anyone desiring to 
“grow in grace.” Dr. Stroup says, “this volume 
has been prepared with the hope that it will 
lead Christians in the pulpit and in the pew to 
examine their prayer life more carefully, to 
the end that they may come to understand the 
power which makes for righteousness.” 

Any of these volumes will be prized as 
gifts. Their possession and use in the coming 
year will be a source of power beyond reckon- 
ing. 


St es 
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Christmas Music 


Available from J. Fischer & Bro., 119 West 
40th St., New York, are the following— 

“O Young Carrollers,” a Christmas Song, 
medium voice, 50c. Carols and Anthems for 
Christmastide for Mixed Voices. 


6400 16c “Emmanuel’’—Carlo Rossini. 


6535 16c “Emmanuel” (M. S. and Bar.)— 
Rossini. 

6536 16c “Emmanuel” (S. A. B.)—Rossini. 

6537 16c “New Morn at Christmas’ (S.S.B.) 
—Marsh. 

6538 16c ‘Sing This Blessed Morn” (S.A.B.) 
—March. 


6539 15c “Bells of Noel” (S. A. B.)—Schloss. 
6556 15c “O My Dear Heart’’—Margetson. 


6617 15c “A Christmas Folksong” — Born- 
schein. 


6619 16c “Messiah at Thy Glad Approach’ — 
Bach. 


6656 15¢ “Oh, Maty Went A-Journeying”— 
Buchanan. 


6657 16c “Jesus Born in Behlea’’—Buchanan. 
6638 20c “The Babe of Bethlehem’’—Powell. 
6840 15c “Christmas in the Wood’—Daniels. 


6841 15c 


am “Christmas in the Manger’’—Dan- 
iels. 
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A Pageant for Christmastide, “The Incar- 

nate Word” (8065) by Robert Elmore and 

Robert B. Reed, for Soprano, and Baritone 

Solo, Chorus, Narrator and Organ, price $1. 
(50 min. in 4 parts). 

Organ Music (send to Fischer & Bro., above 
address, for selections.) 


ez 
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Postage Stamp Wallets 


If you have not secured a “Postage Stamp 
Wallet’’ with a Scripture verse printed on the 
face, we suggest that you look on pages 481, 
October, and 525, November, for the offer 
made by the Gospel Pencil Company to send 
you FREE such a little plastic stamp protector, 
if you write and ask for it. The address is 
there with the announcement. Women, too, 
will welcome these stamp containers, and 
children cherish them. 

In addition to the Stamp Wallet, the Gospel 
Pencil Company offers a number of ingenious 
novelties, bearing Scripture texts. These are 
extremely popular with young people, service 
men, women’s organizations. Why not study 
the announcement in the October and the No- 
vember issues of The Expositor and acquaint 
yourself with these welcome novelties. 


ee 
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The Minister’s Workshop 


“A balanced, comprehensive survey of what 
goes on in the minister's workshop is here pre- 
sented” is quoted from the jacket of Halford 
E. Luccock’s volume, titled, “In the Minister's 
Workshop,” $2.00, Abingdon-Cokesbury, 253 
pages. There are 22 chapters in this volume, 
all of which you will desire to make a part of 
your study and thinking, even to the index and 
references. Some of these chapters are— 


Behind the Minister 

The Minister Himself 

People as a Source of Sermons 
The Harvest of the Eye 


Words are the Soul’s Ambassadors 


Dr. Luccock says, “The purpose of this book 
is sharply limited, its theme is not primarily 
the content of the minister's message. It is 
concerned with the problems of the preacher's 
workshop, and undertakes the task of trying 
to bring some specific and concrete help in the 
craftsmanship of the making of sermons.” 
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HOW 
TO READ 
THE BIBLE 


1—Read tho roughly 
and reverently. 


2—Read seeking a help- 
ful message for the 
day. 


3—Underline passages 
that impress you as 
you read, 


4—Pick out one short 
verse for the day’s 
meditation. 


5—Set aside a definite 
daily time for read- 
ing and keep it 

» faithfully. 


6—Let your reading 
guide your living. 


7—Enter the New Year 
as a daily reader of 
the Bible. 
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Christmas Programs 


The Walter H. Baker Company, 176 Tre- 
mont Street, Boston, Mass., sends the following 
list of booklets available for Churches, Schools, 
Homes and Clubs: 

1—‘The Easy Christmas Book, Collected and 
Edited by Theodore Johnson, 21 items, 
128 pages, 50c. 

2—“Christmas Plays for Women and Girls,” 
Comedies, 2 plays, 160 pages, 50c. 

3——"Why the Angels Sing for Joy,” a Dra- 

. matic Worship Program, 35c. 

4—"“The Way,” a Christmas Pageant of 
Peace, 5D .C 

5-—‘The Lost Star,” a Pageant Fantasy of 
the First Christmas, 35c. 

6—'‘‘Peace I Give Unto You,” 35c. 

7—‘‘No Room in the Hotel,” 35c. 

8—‘‘The Saints’ Return,’’ 35c. 
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9—'The Sorrowful Star,” a Christmas Pag- 
eant, 35c. 

10—‘‘The Songs of Christmas,’ a Play with 
Carols and Tabeleaux, 35c. 

11—"‘The Star of France,” a Christmas Play in 
OneractwoDc. 

12—"‘Send Out Thy Light,” dramatic service 
of Worship, 35c. 

13—‘‘Bethlehem,”’ a Nativity play in 2 acts, 
B54, royalty, $10.00. 

14— ‘Christmas Memories,” 30c. 

15—‘‘Christmas Trees for Sale,” 35c. 

16—‘‘Good Will Toward Women,” 35c. 

17—'‘‘Christmas+in Coventry,’ a Pageant Play, 
SPIE 

18—‘The Empty Room,” drama of the First 
Christmas, 35c. 

19—'‘Bundles for Christmas,” comedy in one 
tictine SYOKG, 
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20-——"‘Christmas with the Maloneys,” children 
and adults, 35c. 

On page 487 of the October issue, 1944, 
you will find a list of Christmas programs avail- 
able through Pageant Publishers. The Inter- 
national Journal of Religious Education gen- 
erally has several excellent programs for young 
eople and children. Your local school super- 
intendent will have a copy of the journal of 
the National Education Association, containing 
some excellent plans for children’s programs, 
and the local teaching staff will be interested 
in helping in such undertakings. 
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Poll on Church-Going Habits 

The Woman’s Home Companion, 250 Park 
Avenue, New York 17, New York, reports on 
a recent poll among readers on Church-Going 
today, as compared with pre-war days. The 
following is quoted: 

“Letters from the boys on the fighting fronts 
testify that there are no atheists in foxholes. 
Reports from various sources agree that there 
has been a revival of religious faith under fire. 
To find out whether there has been a corres- 
ponding revival of faith among women on the 
home front the Woman’s Home Companion 
this month polled its national panel of readers 
on what changes the war had brought about 
in their church attendance. 

“To the question, ‘Do you go to church?” 
50% of the women polled said they went regu- 
larly, 44% occasionally and 6% never. As to 
the effect that war has had on church-going 
habits, 50% of the women said they had not 
changed, 27% said they went to church oftener 
than before the war and 23% said they went 
less often. 

“Many who said they attended church less 
often made the comment that the choice was 
not voluntary. In rural and semi-rural regions 
gas rationing has been a deterrent. Many found 
their war jobs interfering. Others have small 
children and cannot leave them. A breakdown 
of the answers by age groups shows a consider- 
able increase in church attendance among young 
women—37% of women in the group under 
25 years old go to church more often than they 
did before the war. 
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A Year’s Preaching From the Bible 
By Cuas. Ross Hopces 
The conviction has grown ‘upon me in re- 
cent years that Expository preaching is due for 
a revival in appreciation and influence. ‘'Try- 
ing it out’’ on my congregation has built that 
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opinion into a conviction. The plan herein 
described seems to have taken hold of the 
whole church in a most encouraging way. 

Here, in outline is the plan we are currently 
following. Each month, we are concentrating 
upon a “Bible Book of the Month.” The next 
month’s book is announced in advance in the 
parish bulletin. “Books of the Old Testament 
and the New are used in alternate months. Or- 
dinarily, the New Testament book comes in the 
month in which communion is observed (No- 
vember and alternate months). In October, the 
World Wide Communion meditation is taken 
from an Old Testament book—a Psalm this 
year—in order to maintain the alternation. 

The Church School is tied into the plan by 
introducing a brief introduction to the Book of 
the Month into the worship service of the 
Senior Department. Incidentally, it is felt that 
this encourages some of the older members of 
the Church School to attend church. (It is a 
rare Sunday when the congregation does not 
consist of at least 30% of young people under 
28. 

The topics and texts for the year’s preaching 
follow: 


JANUARY—tThe Acts 

1. (A Missionary Communion Service)—‘*The World 
Wide Fellowship”—Acts 10:35 

2. “What Doth Hinder?’’—Acts 8:36 

3. ‘“‘Almost Persuaded”—Acts 27:28 


_ 4. (Youth Sunday)—“The Call of a World in Need”— 


Acts 16:9 


FEBRUARY (Note: only half of February is g ven to 
the Old Testament Book of Jonah, in order that the 
series for the Lenten season may be continuous.) 

. The Man Who Ran Away from God’—Jonah 1:3 

. (Race Relations Sunday)—‘“The Worth of a Man”— 

Jonah 4:11 
LENTEN SERIES: “Parables of the Kingdom” 
3. The Tares—Matt. 13 :24-30. . 
4. The Mustard-seed and the Leaven—Matt. 13:31-38 

MARCH 
1. The Unforgiving Servant—Matt. 18 :23-35 
2. The Talents—Matt. 25:14-30 
3. The Labourers in the Vineyard—Matt. 20:1-16 
4. (Palm Sunday)—The Ten Virgins—Matt, 25:1-15 

APRIL 
1. (Easter)—“The Necessity of Life Everlasting”— 

I Cor, 15:20. | 
The Book of Job 
2. “God is the Ruler Yet”—Job 2:6 
3. “The Limits of Our Knowledge’—Job 26:14 | 
4. ““God's Perfect Justice’—Job 34:19 > | 
5. “When God Becomes Real to Us"—Job 42:5 

MAY—First Corinthians 
1, (Communion)—What is the Gospel?”—I Cor. 2:2 | 
2. (Mother's Day)—*What Makes a Christian Home?” 


oe 


—I Cor. 7:3 
8. (Whitsunday)—“Enthusiasm and Intelligence’— 
I Cor. 14:19 
4. (Memorial Sunday)—‘“The Treasury of Virtue’— 
Cor. 15-58 
JUNE—Genesis | 
1. ‘In the Beginning, God . . ."—Gen, 1:1 a 
2, Children’s Day—a sermonette on Joseph and 


Brothers, 
8. “On Taking Advantage of Others’—Gen. 13:10 4 
4, “Making the Best of Ill Fortune’—Gen, 45:7 
JULY—The Epistle to the Hebrews 
1. (Communion)—"“The Representative Christ”— 
Heb. 2:9 
2. “The Tragedy of a Lost Opportunity’—Heb. 4:1 _ 
3. “Christ the Fore-runner’’—Heb. 6:20 
4, “What Is Faith?’’—Heb., chapter 11 
5. “The Nature of God’’—Heb, 12:29. 
OCTOBER—The Psalms 
1. (World Communion)—‘Unto thee shall all fies 
come”’—Psalm 65:1-2, 


The Ewpositoi 


». “The Serene Life’—Psalm 1 
3. ““Let’s Be Realistic’? (Can a man “get along’ with- 
out God?)—Psalm 62 
t. “Pilgrim Religion’—Psalm 121 
5. “The Goodness of God’’—Psalm 100 
OVEMBER—The Gospel of John 
1. (Communion)—‘The Words of Life’—John 6:68, 68 
2. (World Order Sunday)—‘Cultivating the Fruits of 
Sacrifice’—John 12:24 
3. (Thanksgiving)—‘‘The One Way of Showing Grati- 
: tude’”—John 13:14 
4. “Jesus and Human Nature’—John 2:25 
ECEMBER-—Isaiah 40 - 66 
l. (First in Advent)—‘Publish Glad Tidings’’—TIsaiah 
40:9 
(2nd in Advent; also Bible Sun.)—‘The Continuing 
Influence of the Bible’—Isaiah 44:20 


3 


3. (Advent, 3)—‘tHidden Resources’’—Isaiah 40:31 

4. (Christmas)—‘‘The Power of Gentleness’’—Isaiah 
42 31-4 

5. (New Year)—‘Looking at 1946”—Isaiah 54:2 
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subscribers Write 


“Vol. 15 of The Minister’s Annual came to 
ny desk 5 days ago. I sat down and read its 
mages for nearly an entire day, and now I have 
ead it nearly through. 

“I write to commend you for the very fine 
rolume you produced. The contents are of the 
ame high quality, and everything is so timely. 
May God bless you in the great work you are 
loing —G. W. Bruce, Ashland, Ore. 

“Thanks so much for volume 15 of The 
Minister's Annual. It has been the best and 


most used book that has come to my table for 
the past 14 years. I do not follow it word for 
word, but it is always helpful. God bless 
you.” —A. R. Larson, Pelican Rapids, Minn. 

May we be reminded that this series of 15 
volumes was made on the basis of orders on 
file for a volume at the time the paper order 
is placed, preparatory to printing an edition. 
The books are never made in the hope that 
there will be call for them. 

Volume 15 of The Minister’s Annual is not 
designed for any specific calendar year. No 
delivery date could be announced, because there 
was no assurance that paper would be avail- 
able at any specific time for printing. 

There will be a limited number of copies of 
Volume 15 available, when present waiting or- 


_ders are filled. These will be available with 


subscriptions to The Expositor for 1945, and 
all subscriptions in arrears paid up. The series 
of 15 volumes has been made possible through 
the loyalty and cooperation of subscribers who 
have kept their subscriptions paid up, and have 
placed their requests for the volumes early 
enough to permit the assembly and editing of 
the manuscript, ordering paper, and manufac- 
turing the volume. 


A LEVER THAT WOULD MOVE 
THE WORLD IF THE PRESSURE 
H. 
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‘God was in Christ... 


IT Cor. 5:19: 


O many events and customs in our life 
reasons are attached. Only when such 
events and customs have been made clear 
to our own minds can we possibly explain them 
to others, and, even then, it is difficult some- 
times to make ourselves explicit. For the sake 
of those who are younger and no less for our 
own sake, lest we forget, we should recount the 
reasons for certain things; for, while some 
things bear forgetting, others don’t. Of what 
significance is Christmas to us? The 22nd of 
February is observed as a national holiday. 
Why? Because on that day Washington, whose 
name and honour are deservedly revered 
throughout the length and breadth of the con- 
tinent, first saw the light of day. Correspond- 
ingly, would it be satisfying to explain Christ- 
mas as the commemoration of the birth, two 
thousand years ago, of a young Jew of extra- 
ordinary genius? Are Washington—and Jesus, 
on the same level? Is Jesus remembered for 
much the same reason as is that hero of Amer- 
ica? Is that why there are holidays and festivi- 
ties and special services of thanksgiving at 
Christmas? Is there nothing more to it than 
that? Were we asked, what should we say? 
For some it may be satisfying enough to 
place Jesus and Washington upon a level and 
to leave it there; but these, we may say, have 
not plumbed the depths of Christmas. We 
celebrate Christmas because He who was born 
at Christmas did something which gave an en- 
tirely new orientation to life. We believe that 
God was in Christ and, because we have seen 
and heard, Jesus, our whole life has been 
changed. The change wrought by Him was 
so great that we feel we must go on forever 
celebrating His contrtibution to our life. ‘God,’ 
says Paul, ‘was in Christ.’. That is why we go 
on celebrating Christmas. ° For the difference 
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GIVING A REASON FOR CHRISTINAS 


RODERICK BETHUNE 


that that fact has made to us and life is over- 
whelming. What is that difference? 

To those of us who give any thought to 
life it means much to know whether this uni- 
verse is reasonably controlled and what kind of 
Power controls it. Are you and I like eddies 
of purposeless dust, serving no specific purpose, 
and without definite objective?—or are we 
something more? Is the Power in control of 
the universe just blind force, mechanically pre- 
cise, with nothing corresponding to personal 
interest in you and me? Do you and I ever 
ask ourselves such questions? They are im- 
portant, because upon the answers we supply, 

-or which are supplied us, depends whether we 
will live hopefully or hopelessly, whether we 
will strive to do the right or, carelessly, drift 
with whatever is popular with the company in 
which we happen to be. Those of us who have 
read one of Thomas Hardy’s best known novels 
—Tess of the D’Urbervilles—will remember a 
conversation which amply illustrates the imp 
tance of our beliefs. In that story, Tess speaks 
with another character in some such terms as 
these: “Did you say, Tess, that the stars were 
worlds?’ ‘Yes.’ ‘And on which kind do we 
live—a splendid one or a blighted one?’ ‘A 
blighted one,’ came the reply, and its hopeless; 
ness was no greater than the hopelessness Tess 


_ felt. And people everywhere must be hopeless 


as Tess who share her point of view. When: 
ever life seems purposeless,) and the world 
seems in the hands of an impersonal power} 
there can be nothing corresponding to hope. 

Today scientists of note have gone far to} 
wards answering the questions uppermost ith 
your thoughts and mine. They have dispelled 
from our minds all thought of a madcap uni 
verse and, in its place, have substituted th 
thought: of a universe in which orderliness i 
everywhere apparent. The longer they explor 
the secrets of the universe in which we live 
many of them have declared, the more do the 
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become conscious that they are rethinking the 
thought of an Infinite Mind—a Mind in whose 
plan, says Eddington for one, you and I 
play no inconsiderable part. We acknowledge 
with gratitude their contribution to religion 
from the strictly scientific point of view. To 
many, their corroborative statements have been 
“valuable beyond words so far as faith is con- 
cerned. 

_ But can’t we go beyond the submissions of 
the scientists to our questions? Is it not just 
because we can that we celebrate Christmas? 
‘God was in Christ’; and the God therein re- 
vealed is a God to whom every individual is 
of value and who maintains a personal interest 
in every individual. It is that personal touch 
that makes Christmas all that it is. It is not a 
‘Mind’ Jesus speaks of, but a ‘Father.’ He 
does not say that perhaps we men and women 
have an integral part in the plan of God; that, 
according to Jesus, is a certainty. How very 
valuable is this personal touch of God of which 
we are reminded at Christmas! How it has 
made life for ever different! Personal interest 
always does tnake a difference. 

It is the personal touch of God which we 
celebrate at Christmas. ‘When God gave music 
to the world,’ says one writer, ‘it was not in 

abstract formulae about counterpoint and _har- 
mony; as someone has said, “He wrapped a 
song in feathers and set it on a tree.’ When 
God gave poetry to the world He did not give 
it in abstruse theories of rhyme and stress and 
metre; He caused a poet to be born. And 
when God had a new, divine Word to speak 
to all people about Himself He did not put it 
into a treatise, but into the soul of a little child, 
and the Word became flesh and wrought ‘“‘with 
human hands the creed of creeds.” To adapt 
the words of Jeanie Deans—the ‘Mind’ of 
which the scientists speak is like the music that 
the ladies have for their spinets—nothing but 
_ the cold theory, compared to the same thought 
" extensively lived out in the life of Jesus Christ. 
For, through Him, we speak not of a ‘Mind’ 
but of a ‘Father.’ The reason for Christmas, 
therefore, is not the commemoration of the 
birth, two thousand years ago, of a young Jew 
of extraordinary genius. We commemorate 


Christmas because Jesus, at that time, brought 
God near to us; and we always will commemo-. 
rate it because of what that has meant to our 
life. 

And now could anything be more natural, in 
view of all that has been said, than that you 
and I who have appreciated God's personal 
touch upon our life and the unmistakable thrill 
of the knowledge that He has a personal inter- 
est in our life, should want to give to others 
the benefit of a personal touch from us? 

There are many of the Scrooge type, in- 
imitably portrayed by Dickens, for whom all 
money expended in cards and gifts at Christ- 
mas is nothing but an inexcusable waste. But 
those of us who have stood by Jesus and, 
through Him, have been given’a new interest 
in life, cannot hold any brief for that interpre- 
tation. The personal touch, inspired by God's 
personal touch that first Christmas morning, 
counts, and counts very considerably. And 
how much it is needed today! The life we live 
is so rushed and hurried, we have little time to 
tell people how much they mean to us or we 
mean to them; everything, too, has become so 
centralized that men and women are given every 
encouragement to reckon themselves as mere 
automata with no more meaningful relation- 
ship to their neighbour than one part of a 
machine bears to another. Christmas, which 
has brought so much to us, can bring much 
more to many through none other than our- 
selves. Some personal touch on our part upon 
the life of some one may mean everything in 
the world to them, since, in this life which 
bears so much evidence to the contrary, it may 
convey to them that they mean something to 
somebody. A personal touch on our part will 
raise their eyes from the darkness of the earth 
to the light of the stars, will give them a new 
outlook and, if a new outlook, a new life. Why 
shouldn’t we, who at Christmas are assured, 
by a personal touch, of God's interest in us and 
for whom, because of that, life is forever differ- 
ent, give the benefit of a personal touch on our 
part to others? Some personal touch on our 
part may lead someone to Him in whom the 
Word became flesh.—From Expository Times. 
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BEFORE THE BOYS COME HOME 


AARON N. MECKEL 


Text: Esther 4:14. 


\\ J HO knows but what thou art come un- 
to the Kingdom for such a time as 
this!’ These words have their setting 

in the Old Testament Book of Esther,-and were 
addressed by Mordecai to his adopted daughter, 
Esther. The incident is one of the most stir- 
ring in the whole Bible. The wicked Haman 
_ contrives a plot to destroy the people of Israel. 
He is the Hitler of the hour. Then it is that 
Mordecai sends to Esther the stirring words of 
the text, saying in effect, “Esther, you are in a 
position of authority and power as Queen. You 
can save your people if you wish. And re- 
member, your own very life, not only that of 
your fellow-countrymen, is at stake in this 
thing. Who knows but what you have been 
raised up by God for just such an hour as 
this?” 

This text can very easily be brought up to 
date! Esther is the eternal representative of 
the spirit of daring youth and of the valor and 
honor of God-fearing men in all ages. Haman 
is the typical crafty, deceitful, avaricious poli- 
tician and rascal. He represents the spiritual 
disease that gnaws at the vitals of progress in 
every age and gets in the way of God’s plan. 
And history, as in Esther’s day, is again at flood 
tide. Surely this is a day of preparation for 
things to come. A million and a half men 
have already been discharged from the fighting 
ranks of our own Nation. In fact, a man is 
being returned to civilian life at the rate of one 
every minute. We all need to do some real 
thinking and searching of heart, and that now 
—before the boys come home en masse. 

In the light of impending events, let every 
citizen and Church member put to himself the 
question, Have I sufficiently gripped to my 
heart and conscience a global vision of human- 
ity? How spiritually big is my conception of 
the world that is to come out of this Arma- 
geddon? Some time ago I got a letter from 
one of our own servicemen, in which he wrote 
as follows: “I am fighting for the right of 
every people and every man, woman and child 
to live a free and a happy existence.” Then he 
went on to develop this thought, and ended 
with these words: “And that goes for all na- 
tions and all peoples, including the Japs and 
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Germans.” I sent this far-seeing statement to 
a newspaper, hoping that they might wish to 
print it. But it never saw the light of day. It 
was too far-visioned and too courageous for 
the unthinking majority. 

The peace that followed in the wake of the 
first World War was a crime and a travesty! 
Let those conservative, selfish and shy old men 
who plan the future peace of the world, but 
have not smelled the smoke of battle, beware 
as to the kind of a peace they make this time! 
This is a time for the mothers of men and for 
the youth of our Christian Churches to speak 
up. Regarding the shape of things to come, 
one thing is certain: This is one world, po- 
litically and economically,—yes, religiously. 
Mr. Willkie is right about that. What we are 
going to have to do is to bring a Christian in- 
terpretation to those troublesome words “na- 
tional sovereignty.’ But won't it cost America 
some prestige to join up in a world compact of 
nations for the making and the policing of the 
peace? Of course it will, and why shouldn't 
it? Scan the casualty lists that have already 
come out of this war, and then ask the ques- 
tion: Wouldn't it be better to lose a bit of na- 
tionalistic prestige in sharing the common bur- 
dens of mankind as a whole than to extend the 
casualty lists of our finest young men? Jesus 
Christ and His vision of a redeemed humanity 
were left out of the last peace. It is time we 
are taking seriously the command of the Chris- 
tian gospel from the lips of the Eternal States- 
man—'"'For God so loved the world that He 
gave His Only Begotten Son.” And we in the 
churches must get that dimension of the global 
and the international into our thinking and 
praying and working for the future or else we 
are sunk. 

What kind of Church are we getting under 
way for our returning service personnel—for 
the men and women who have gone out from 
our Churches into the battlefields of the world? 
Are you thinking and praying about that? 
Make no mistake about it, the “old” pre-war 
local Church, too much settled down in pro- 


vincial ease and comfort and complacency | 


won't be adequate. I heard a recruiting chap- 
lain speak to a group of ministers: 


“Many of | 


the men who. will be coming back to your 


Churches will have been out where there is 
smoke, the din of battle, hell and death. They 
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wagered body and soul for what they regarded 
a supreme cause. They will only be interested 
in returning to a Church which is on the march, 
a Church which fights and wins battles and 
campaigns!”” In other words, small talk and 
gossip, complacency, super-conservatism in 
launching out into new ventures—and all that 
in the name of the Christ of the Cross—simply 
won't do! Judging from the letters I have re- 
ceived, and my own conferences with returned 
men and chaplains, I know it won’t! After 
you have fought side by side with men of all 
nationalities and creeds and colors for a mu- 
tually sacred cause, all littleness in patriotism 
and politics and religion is definitely out! 
Wanted: A religion and a Church free from 
mere talk and cant, devoid of superfluous bag- 
gage! A young man wrote: ‘Our own chap- 
lain was not available to serve Communion and 
so a Jewish chaplain and rabbi served the sacred 
elements to us. And why not? Aren’t we all 
the children of the Almighty?” 

“When Johnny comes marching home” he’ll 
not feel at ease in a Church whose people don’t 
know the meaning of the word sacrifice. The 
Rev. Leslie Cooke, who ministers in the 
charred, scarred Church in Coventry, England, 
says that when he looks over his congregation 
of about two hundred on Sunday mornings, he 
knows that most of them have bicycled miles 
to get there. People really want to go to 


Church when they are willing to do that! This — 


last summer I visited a Church of about 1,300 
members, in a less privileged section of Michi- 
gan. I asked the pastor the meaning of some 
of the maps and charts on the walls of the 
Church vestibule. “Oh,” said he, “that is 
where the missionaries we support are serving 
in different parts of the earth.” Said I, ‘How 
much does this Church contribute for Home 
and Foreign Missions?” I received the amaz- 
ing reply, over forty thousand dollars annually! 
Think of it—forty thousand dollars! Not for 
the people in the local Church, but for the 
needy and the suffering and the dying, both 
spiritually and physically, in distant parts of the 
earth. Oh, that all of our Churches might have 
the Kingdom of God at the center of all their 
activities! Don’t forget that our servicemen 
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are watching us in this mater and that they are 
interested. We must see this thing through to- 
gether. This is a debt of honor. 

But there is one other question. Am I per- 
sonally willing to become God’s new man in 
Christ Jesus, in order that the so-called “new 
order,” the Kingdom of God, may be embodied 
in me? Do I personally hunger and thirst for 
Christ-life through self-death? Am I willing 
to have Christ take me by the hand and lead 
me into the Kingdom? Says Frederick L. 
Fagley in a letter to all Congregational minis- 
ters: “Our job is to create Christians, and 
Christians will create a new world.” After all, 
it is quite futile, isn’t it, all of this talk about 
a new world that is to issue out of ‘‘blood, 
sweat and tears,” apart from new men and 
women and youth. 

Let me put this matter with all the poignancy 
of which I am capable especially to you youth! 
You, above all others, have come to the King- 
dom for this hour. Remember, bombs and 
battleships can smash the enemy and win wars, 
but only a redeemed humanity can win a last- 
ing peace. Are you personally fit to live and 
worship together with men who will return 
home with the scars. and: wounds of war in 
their minds and bodies? I know of only One 
whosé love and power can render us adequate 
for that—the Christ who was but thirty-three 
when He was put to death on the Cross for the 
sins of men. Are you willing to take up your 
Cross and follow Him? I heard Walter Hor- 
ton, the distinguished theologian, tell of a 
Dutch lad who was taken prisoner by the 
Nazis. Writing a message to his parents in 
the cell from which he was to be led to be 
shot by a firing squad, he said in effect: “Don’t 
grieve about me. For life or death, I am in 
God’s hands. His great victory is sure. And 
though I am not safe, I know that through 
Christ I am saved!” A great word that—not 
“safe” but “saved”! 

May a merciful God make us fit and ready 
to serve our day heroically; breathe the spirit of 
His Eternal Kingdom into our newly-surren- 
dered hearts! And do it here and now before 
the boys come home. Surely we have come to 
the Kingdom for this hour! 
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THE NATION’S INVISIBLE ~ 
RESOURCES 


REV. FRANCIS SHUNK DOWNS, D.D. 


Text: “And Elisha prayed, and said Lord, I 
pray thee, open his eyes, that he may See. 
And the Lord opened the eyes of the young 
man; and he saw: and, behold, the moun- 
tain was full of horses and chariots of fire 
round about Elisha.”"—Il. Kings 6:17. 


HERE is a crisis of our age, a crisis which 

confronts the whole world, a crisis which 

divides the whole world. The entire 
human family is in the valley of decision. 
“Choose ye this day whom ye will serve.” It 
is a crisis when men supremely are being 
thrown back on invisible resources, when they 
will find in the true and living God the 
spiritual reserves and the victorious reserves 
that will enable them to endure and to 
triumph. 

How are we to meet this crisis? By adequate 
defense; by overwhelming offense! Without 
God's help, we cannot win this fight against 
cruel and ruthless forces. 


Shelter Thy people, Lord! The angry skies 

And muttering winds proclaim the imminence 
Of the storm, whose violence 

Surpasses any seen by mortal eyes: 

Earth trembles underneath the measured tread 

Of marching feet — the shock of bomb and shell; 
Her once proud cities are a seething hell, 

And men’s hearts fail, with sickening fear and dread. 
Shelter Thy people, Lord! The storm descends 

In fury! Hunger stalks, and pestilence 

Adds to the tumult of the elements 

As flesh, with steel, for victory contends, 

Thy promises alone stand fast, secure, 

Shelter Thy people, Lord! Thy Word is sure! 


The Reality of Invisible Resources 

The most powerful forces in the world are 
invisible. We live by the things that we can- 
not see as well as by what we can handle, taste 
and see. “Man shall not live by bread alone, 
but by every word that proceedeth out of the 
mouth of God." Democracy, freedom of 
thought and speech, public education, all were 
once only dreams of things that men could not 
see. The little group of twelve men that car- 
ried the vision of the Master had an irresistible 
faith in things they could not see. Dr. Karl 
T. Compton, President of Massachusetts Insti- 
tute of Technology, in an address on “The Re- 
quirements of Progress,” said: “A fourth be- 
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yond a doubt, is faith in the ultimate vindica- 
tion of the highest moral values, without which 
the zest for life must perish.” Man’s greatest 
benefactors are invisible—the creative processes 
of life, electricity, the love of the human heart, 
the thought of the human mind, the worship 
of the human soul. 

As the late scientist Steinmetz declared: 
‘When man understands the spiritual power 
that is in the universe and gears into it, life will 
be changed for the better and will move for- 
ward at a prodigious rate.” Yes, the things 
which are seen are temporal but the things 
which are not seen are eternal.” 

God’s spiritual power for men has been re- 
vealed in Jesus Christ, His Son, our Saviour. 
He that hath seen Him hath seen the Father. 
In Him is truth and grace, the fulness of the 
Godhead bodily. And all power is given unto 


Him in heaven ‘and on earth. 


“Say not my soul, ‘From whence can God 
relieve thy care?’ 
Remember that Omnipotence hath servants 
everywhere.” 
The Power of Invisible Resources 

The Word of God sets forth the power of 
spiritual forces. It teaches that they are ex- 
perienced not only in the hearts of men but 
are seen in operation against the might of hos- 
tile arms. 

Some unbelievers may doubt and others sneer 
at the reality and power of spiritual forces but 
that does not make them less true or real. The 
power of these forces centers in religion; being 
a Christian I believe especially they center in 
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
I do not believe with Napoleon that ‘'God is on 
the side of the strongest battalions.” Might is 
not right. We Americans believe so strongly 
that might is not right that we have fought two 
wars to prevent the dominance of such a be- 
lief. That philosophy of life was hatched in 
hell. Might is not right but 


“Right is right, since God is God 
And right the day must win; 

To doubt would be disloyalty, 
To falter would be sin.” 


As Lincoln in the stress of the Civil War put 
it: “I’m not so much concerned whether God 
is on my side or not but I am mightily con- 
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cerned whether I am on God’s side or not.” As 
the great apostle truly and fearlessly expressed 
it,— ‘If God be for us, who can be against us?” 

One evening, in the early days of the radio, 
I found myself in a suburban home out from 
Philadelphia. The President of the United 
States was addressing the nation and the world 
On an important matter. As I listened to him 
that evening, sitting there all alone in the 
home of my friend, the thought flashed through 
my mind that I had him all to myself, his 
message, “his personality, his spirit, just as 
though there were not another person in the 
world. On the other hand, I realized that hav- 
ing the President all to myself did not prevent 
millions of other people from receiving what 
he had to give. It was a new and convincing 
illustration of the power of prayer. If you 
accept the miracle of the radio, you can like- 
wise accept the fact and power of prayer. And 
much more so, because God’s own truth in 
His Word affirms the fact and tens of millions 
through the centuries have proved it to be true. 
Suppose we never used our radio! What loss 
in our lives and to our church and nation when 
we fail to pray. Attune yourself to God by 
following the directions He has given in His 
Word. He will not only answer your indi- 
vidual needs but He will hear a nation when 
‘it cries to Him. Prayer changes things! 

On May 18, 1940, it was announced through- 
out the world that King George VI wished 
Sunday, May 26th, to be observed as an Em- 
pire Day of Prayer. The British Expeditionary 
force was encircled by hostile German armies. 
‘Hitler was publicly announcing that it was 
surrounded, trapped and doomed to immediate 
annihilation. 

On Sunday, May 26th the British Empire 
went to its knees. On that day, the Prime 
Minister and other members of the Govern- 
ment and endless rows of statesmen, soldiers, 
‘ambassadors and leaders of the nation were at 
“prayer in Westminster Abbey. Millions of 
“men, women and children gathered in their 
‘churches and chapels throughout the nation to 
pray and they prayed for divine mercy and in- 
-tervention. Within forty-eight hours, God sent 
a fog that did its helpful work in screening 
from the innumerable German aircraft, the 
‘hundreds of boats of all descriptions that had 
put out from English harbors to rescue the men 
who were fighting their way to the French side 
of the Channel. 

It is a matter of history that not only the fog 
came but the English Channel was more calm 
than it had been for years. Three hundred and 
“thirty-five thousand troops were miraculously 
saved by way of Dunkirk. An Empire on its 
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knees in prayer had been heard of God. The 
New York Times in a memorable: article said— 
So long as the English tongue survives, the 
word ‘Dunkirk’ will be spoken with rever- 
ence. 

America has but one motto: engraven on our 
coins and seals of state and I hope in all our 
hearts—‘‘In God we trust.” 

America in her loved national hymn sings 
and prays: ‘‘Protect us by Thy might, great 
God our King!” , 


The Nearness of Invisible Resources 

Think of the fears that gripped the heart of 
this servant of Elisha, ‘‘Alas, my master, how 
shall we do?” How often that cry comes to 
our lips or clutches at our hearts. Sometimes 
God seems so far away. Maybe it is because 
we Have been following Him afar off. Or He 
seems to be unconcerned or not available. 
“Lord, I pray Thee open his eyes.”” And when 
the young man’s eyes were opened, he saw the 
invisible helpers all around him. He saw “‘the 
horses and chariots of fire’ as well as the 
horses and chariots of the enemies’ forces. May 
I point out that these invisible resources were 
there all the time. The young man did not see 
them but they were there nevertheless. We can 
rely on what God has said is so. Tennyson 
had the secret when he wrote, 

“Closer is He than breathing, 
Nearer than hands or feet.” 

David Livingstone, intrepid missionary, ex- 
plorer and soldier of the Cross had come in his 
trail-blazing journeyings in the heart of Africa 
to what appeared to be an insuperable obsta- 
cle. A hostile tribe opposed his progress and 
threatened his life. Weakened by fever, alone 
save for his native helpers, he fell on his knees 
before his open Bible. There he read the 
words of his Master, ‘I am with you always.” 
Livingstone wrote in his diary that night, “I 
have it on the word of a perfect Gentlemen: 
that He will be with me. I am no longer 
afraid. I will go forward in the morning.” 
And he did go forward. The opposition was 
miraculously gone and the way opened for his 
deliverance. 

Ah! my friends, that is the meaning of 
Christmas! Immanuel, God has come down 
to us, to dwell with us. ‘And the Word was 
made flesh and dwelt among us.’ God in 
Jesus Christ has become one of us. Immanuel, 
—God near to us.—God with us! 

We Americans need today that reliance on 
God, that faith in His redeeming grace, that 
obedience to His revealed will that will enable 
us spiritually to discern and appropriate the in- 
visible resources. There is such a thing as 
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sight and there is such a thing as insight. I 
may look at a window or I may look through 
a window. If I look at a window, I may see 
dust. If I look through a window, I may see 
beautiful landscape. I may look through a 
telescope. If I look at a telescope I will see 
only a great mechanism. Our modern world 
has been creating and studying mechanisms to 
the exclusion of the spiritual. But if I look 
through a telescope I will see the stars,—the re- 
sources of®heaven, the wisdom and power of 
God. 

Just so by sight we see the armies of the 
enemy and the opposing hosts encompassing 
us. By insight, spiritual faith in the living 
God we behold all about us the horses and 
chariots of fire! 

God's word is full of this truth and, the 
testimony in human history that it works. 
When Sennacherib, King of Assyria came up 
against Judah, Hezekiah addressed the princes 
and people in the language of conquering 
faith. ‘Be strong and courageous, be not 
afraid nor dismayed for the King of Assyria, 
nor for all the multitude that was with him; 
for there be more with us than with him. With 
him is an arm of flesh; but with us is the 
Lord our God to help us and to fight our bat- 
tles.” 


Remember the great word of the Lord to 
Jehoshaphat: ‘The battle is not yours but 
God's.” He was in a war forced upon him. 
He was unprepared. He was sorely beset but 
he did the wise and important thing. He 
looked unto the Lord. He had been ‘asking 
God to help him.» God spoke thus to him: “I 
want you to cooperate with me. The battle is 
mine and the victory is mine. I will uphold 
you with the right hand of my righteousness.” 
And in our modern world, it is as true as 
it was then, that “the angel of the Lord en- 
campeth round about them that fear (reverent- 
ly trust) Him and delivereth them.” God 
speaks to us from His Word in this hour:— 
“Fret not thyself because of evildoers . . . for 
they shall soon be cut down like the grass and 
wither as the green herb. Trust in the Lord 
and do good; so shalt thou dwell in the land. 
_. . Delight thyself also in the Lord; and He 
shall give Thee the desires of thine heart. Com- 
mit thy way unto the Lord; trust also in Him, 
and He shall bring it to pass.” 

The nation’s invisible resourses! Our spit- 
itual resources! : 

God’s infinite and available resources!—to_ 
all who put their trust in Him. And behold, — 
round about us, horses and chariots of fire! 
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OUR LITTLE LIFE 


W. M. MACKAY 


Text: 
4:3. 


G \ H! that was the time of my life,” we 


sometimes sigh; ‘the time when our chil- 

dren were young, when their merry 
laughter made music round our fireside, and 
health and vigour crowned our days. We did 
not realize it at the time; but that was the time 
of our life.’ 

But Peter would remind us here that all our 
life is such a time. He is not thinking of 
special portions of our life. He is thinking of 
life as a whole. He is thinking of that seg- 
ment of eternity which is summed up in our 
little span of time. Small as it is, it is big with 
importance; it is rich in opportunity. Accord- 
ing as we live it, we make our characters and 


pas our destinies. It is ‘the time of our 
life.’ 


"The time past of our life’—1 Pet. 


Page 568 


Let us think on this closing Sunday of the 
year of three things that are suggested by this 
text, according to the different ways in which 
we emphasize its key-words, ‘time,’ ‘past,’ and} 
‘our life.’ 

1. First of all, we are taught here how 
precious a thing is the gift of life. Robertson 
tells in one of his great sermons of a marble 
statue of a Greek goddess he once saw in the 
public square of a continental town. Art had 
fashioned her into a perennial fountain; so tha 
through her lips and hands fresh water w 
ever flowing. But the marble image stood ther 
itself impassive; making no effort to arrest th 
gliding water. So time seems to flow throug 
the hands of some of us. 

We see how precious a thing life is whe 
we think of what happens to its possessor whe 
that gift is taken from him. We read th 
description of some great funeral, the obsequie 
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of some great monarch, or statesman, or poet; 
the crowds that gather, the solemn service, the 
long procession, the gorgeous tomb, the plain- 
tive music of the Requiem, and then—then 
comes the end—the coffin left alone. We hear 
nothing of that. That does not come into the 
picture, and yet that is the reality behind all 
these outward trappings of public lamentation. 
It is the committing of a dead body to the dust, 
the burying of it ‘out of sight, as Abraham 
said with pathetic candour. 

It reminds one of what the great French 
preacher, Massillon, said at the funeral of ‘Le 
Grand Monarque,’ when looking down at the 
whizened and discoloured face of Louis XIV, 
still exposed to view as it lay in the chancel 
of Notre Dame, he burst into tears and, in- 
stead of preaching the eloquent funeral oration 
he had prepared, could only articulate, ‘Only 

God is great! Only God is great!’ 
_ And then, too, think of how precious a 
thing life is, in view of its vast potentialities. 
We read the life of some nobly gifted or gen- 
erously inspired man, and we say to ourselves 
as we finish the last page: ‘What a beautiful 
pife!’ 
Not many lives have we to live, 
One, only one. 
How precious should that one life be, 
This narrow span! 

2. The preciousness of our life is further 
emphasized by the Apostle when he reminds 
us that life is not merely a gift but is also a 
quickly passing gift. Hence he speaks not 
merely of the time of our life but the time past 
of our life. 

And how has that time been spent? In the 
case of those to whom Peter was writing it had 
been largely misspent; misspent in ‘working the 
will of the Gentiles.’ It gives us a strange pic- 

ture of that Early Church, when we read that 
the time past of its members had been spent in 

‘lasciviousness, lusts, excess of wine, revellings, 
‘banquetings, and abominable idolatries.’ Is it 
so with any of us? 

Lasciviousness! Alas, if our secret hearts 
could speak they could tell of many a foul blot 
‘on the conscience even of God’s professed dis- 
‘ciples by reason of this defiling sin! And 
lusts!’ The lust for gold, the lust for honour— 

is there none of that in the modern Church? 
And besides this waste of sin is there none of 
‘the waste of idleness? Peter mentions here 
things that cannot be called actual sins. “Ban- 
~quetings’ are not sinful in themselves; but 
when all our days are passed in pleasure, when 
there is no record in it of generous service to 
others, then it is worse than sinful. It is the 
waste of life itself that brings the soul to that 
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terrible awakening of which Rossetti has given 
so striking a picture: 


The lost days of my life until to-day, 
What were they, could I see them on the 
street 
Lie as they fell? 
wheat 
Sown once for food but trodden into clay? 
Or golden coins squandered and still to pay? 
Or drops of blood dabbling the guilty feet? 
Or such spilt water as in dreams must cheat 
The undying throats of Hell, athirst alway? 


Would they be ears of 


I do not see them here; but after death 
God knows I know the faces I shall see, 
Each one a murdered self, with low last breath. 
‘I am thyself,—-what hast thou done to me?’ 
‘And I—and I—thyself,’ (lo! each one saith, ) 
‘And thou thyself to all eternity!’ 


3. This brings us to the last great thought 
the Apostle would bring before us in our text, 
the opportunity of the future. Life for his 
hearers is not merely a precious gift, and a 
passing gift: it is for them a still present gift. 
He speaks of it as our life, ours to do some- 
thing with yet, ours to make its future rich 
and noble. 

To quote the fine commentary of the saintly 
Archbishop Leighton on this Epistle, ‘The time 
past may suffice us. Therefore, I corrupt lusts, 
look for no more. I have served you too long. 
The rest, whatever it be, must be given to my 
Lord. Ashamed and grieved am I to be so long 
in beginning. So much, it may be the most of 
my race past, before I took notice of my God. 
Oh! how I have lost, and worse than lost, all 
my past days!’ 

‘The time past of your life.’ These words 
have a message for us at all times, but they 
have so specially at anniversaries in our life. So 
Milton makes use of his twenty-third birthday 
for reflections and resolutions: 


How soon hath Time, the subtle thief of youth, 
Stolen on his wing my three-and-twentieth 
year! 
My hasting days fly on with full career, 
But my late spring no bud or blossom shew’th. 
He resolves thereafter to live a more earnest 
life. 


Is not the close of the year such an occasion 
and opportunity? This may be to us the birth- 
hour of a high and holy incentive, that will 
make the prophet’s vision to be fulfilled by us. 
‘Behold, I create new heavens and a new earth; 
and the former things shall not be remembered 
nor come into mind.’—From “Days of the Son 
of Man,” in The Expository Times. 
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JUNIOR PULPIT ' 


Reaching the Goal 
Eric M. Robinson 


Text: ‘So run that ye may obtain.” I. Cor. 


9:24. 


Down from the hillside where I sit, I can see 
clear out over the widening river, as it goes on 
its way to the sea. Over on the far side of the 
channel used by fishing boats as they come and 
go about their business, there are, right now, 
two of them which I have been watching for 
a long time. They are coming in from their 
fishing trip, loaded with fine sea fish. Their 
sails are up and bellied out by the wind. There 
is white water breaking up at their bows and 
from their sterns roll out V-like, even swells. 
They are sailing along and yet they are really 
standing still. Those boats, so heavily loaded, 
sail along at about five miles an hour. That’s 
not fast sailing, neither is it slow. But even 
_ at that speed they are still where they were 
when I first saw them—sailing, but not mov- 
ing at all. 

I know that doesn’t sound possible or reason- 
able, but at this time of the day the flow of the 
river and the tide, running back to the sea, 
move about five miles an hour, so the boats, 
while sailing as hard as they can are not moy- 
ing forward, for the five miles an hour they 
should be moving ahead, the flow of the tide 
carries them back five miles an hour and they 
“just stand still. 

In your life and in mine too, in fact in the 
lives of everybody, there is a tide of evil that 
often runs very fast, fast enough to overcome 
the good winds that blow into our sails. Some- 
times we find that we are simply standing still 
if not actually being moved backwards into 
danger by the bad tides. Sometimes, even if 
we work hard to sail ahead we don’t seem able 
to make any progress. We have to work our 
hardest just to stay where we are, like those 
fishing boats. That means that if we want to 
get anywhere we will have to push against the 
tides even harder, for little folks and big folks 
too, are not meant to be satisfied to stand still. 
We have to push against the tide that pushes 
against us and either the tide or we lose the 
fight. That is one of life’s surest laws. 

You've seen the same idea in your school 
football games. One side will be ahead a few 
points. Does the losing team do nothing more 
than to try to keep the score from being worse? 
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-Text: “A very present help in time of trouble.” 


| 


Hardly. With new life and effort, they dig in 
their toes and work all the harder to overcome 
the tide which is fighting against them and 
very frequently the ones who were losing are 
the winners at the close of the game. 

We have to run very hard, in life, just to 
hold our own. We have to run even harder 
than that if we want to get anywhere worth- 
while. 

So the battle for noble character, like sail- 
ing against the tide or playing football, or any 
other game, has no resting places. If we don't 
keep our sails up and full of wind the tide 
sweeps us back. If we don’t dig our toes in 
when we are losing, we can’t win. We must 
fight the good fight with all our might. In no 
other way may little folks or grown folks win 
in the fight against bad and evil in the world 
around us. And St. Paul says, “So run that ye 
may obtain.” If you start to run now, you 
shall obtain. 


. 


Everpresent Help 


Psa. 46:1. 


There are many very thrilling stories coming 
out of the war. There is one I like best of all, 
for it shows in a very simple and easy to un- 
derstand way just how important one—only 
one person—is in man’s as well as God’s plan. 

A squadron of somber looking battleships 
had carried supplies and troops to a distant 
port where they would shortly be needed. After 
they had delivered their precious cargo they 
started back to their home port to get another 
load to carry somewhere where it would be 
most needed. 

So the great ships were in formation and 
proceeding through very dangerous waters as 
fast as they could, when the Commander of 
that little fleet spoke into a little microphone 
so that the officers of all the other ships could 
hear it, and gave the order for all boats to stop 
and gather in a circle around one of the smaller} 
boats of the group. 

With enemy submarines and other dangers 
that was a very, very dangerous order to give 
and the sea waves were rolling high so tha 
the smaller boats were tossed around pret 
much like corks. But the ships all stopped 
did as they had been ordered, even if the 
didn’t know why. It is always best to do 
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ur Commander tells us without asking ques- 
ions, for He knows best what should be done 
und if we do as He tells us, we shall sooner 
or Jater know why. 

The reason why the boats were stopped to 
form a protective circle around one of the lit- 
le destroyers was that one of the sailors on 
hat destroyer was very sick with appendicitis 
and would surely die unless he were operated 
on at once. Those destroyers are small and 
harrow in comparison with other warships and 
they bounce around, when the waves roll high, 
so badly that no doctor could possibly perform 
an operation in one, so the order was given 
that the boats surround the little one as a pro- 
tection so it wouldn’t be bounced around. For 
a whole hour the boats were there and the 
young man who was so sick was operated on. 
Then the signal was given and they all started 
again on the long journey to their home port. 
The saiJor’s life was saved. 

Wasn't that a fine thing? It was beautiful. 
We all admire real unselfishness when we see 
it. That was an unselfish thing to do, for 
in order to try to save the life of the one young 
sailor, there were thousands of men on those 
boats who were willing not only to wait while 
the operation was performed but to help by 
sheltering the boat he was on so that it would 
not roll and pitch and so keep the doctor from 
doing his work well. Not a man there who 
didn’t understand the danger from enemy un- 
der-water boats and from enemy planes, but 
those thousands accepted danger for themselves 
in order to give the sick boy a chance for his 
life. 

God cares for each one of us as if there were 

no other people on earth, When we need 
help, like the sick sailor did, He will help us 
and protect us. If we just ask Him, He will 
stay with us and see us safely through whatever 
peril may threaten us. 
' It was just one young sailor, yet the great 
ships all came near to help and protect. It 
was just one sheep, you remember the story, 
which was lost but the Shepherd left the flock 
and went out to find the lost one. It may be 
just one boy or one girl in trouble, but Jesus 
cares and never fails to answer your call for 
help. So great is His love! 


My Motto: Number Three 

-~Clark Gilbert tells a story about a boy who 
brought with him a personal motto on entering 
college. No one knew what the meaning of 
the motto was, except the boy’s mother. Bill 
Lockwood had been an outstanding athlete and 
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student all through his high school days, and 
had received many honors, such as are apt to 
“turn the heads” of youngsters, unless they are 
counselled wisely by parents and_ teachers. 
Bill’s mother understood the dangears ahead, 
and Bill was willing to listen. 

When the boys at college asked him the 
meaning of his motto, he declined to tell them, 
but finally consented to share the secret with 
them on his graduation day. Well, this too, 
finally came—a day when Bill found himself 
again listed as an honor student, some special 
athletic honors, president of his class. He was 
very modest about it all, and when the boys 
returned to his room after graduation exercises, 
one boy reminded him that he had promised 
to tell them the secret of his motto. 

And this is what it was. Bill’s mother had 
helped him to understand that God comes first 
in every life, and that all honors one earns are 
earned through His love and care. Next, num- 
ber two, come those about us, friends, com- 
panions, those who help one to the top, and 
last, number three, comes oneself. Boys in the 
group were hushed for a time, until one finally 
spoke up, saying, “I can see now, Bill, why 
you are such a good sport, never forgetting the 
other fellow! But, about God, that is a little 
harder to understand. That doesn’t seem real!’ 
“It is just as real, fellows, to think of God in 
the first place, as to think of you in the second 
place, if you have a mother like mine, who 
helped you to understand that when God said, 
‘Thou shalt have no other Gods before me,’ 
he meant it, and it doesn’t take much pluck 
to remember that, once we know it’s true.”— 
(Exodus 20:3). 


Jimmie’s Share 

(Members of the Junior group have been 
asked a week earlier to read Luke 6:38, Luke 
11:5-13 and Luke 11:1-4. If possible assign 
verses to recite, after this story. Secure as: 
many answers to the question, “What does the 
Bible say about giving?” as possible). 

In our story today, we have the picture of a 
home. There are eight children, of which 
Jimmie is one; the oldest one is 14 years old. 
The father died some time before our story 
begins, and because there must be food, cloth- 
ing, heat, light, and water, the mother has gone 
to work, so the money she earns may provide 
some of the things needed. 

When we think of all the things boys and 
girls need, we may well know that some of the 
needs in this home could not be filled, unless 
they were all willing to “give” in some man- 
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ner. Give? you ask, what would they have to 
give? Some who have little, give very much 
more than others who have a great deal. It is 
all a matter of learning what “giving” means. 
“Giving” does not always mean money. It 
means many other things, and in our homes is 
the best place to learn this. 

Let us look again at the home of our story. 
Jimmie, six years old, fits into the middle of 
the group of eight, there are four older than 
Jimmie, and three younger. During play on a 
certain day, there was an accident, and little 
Jimmie was hurt, and our story next shows him 
in the accident ward of the local hospital. 
After his injury is cared for and dressed, the 
nurse comes in with a cup of milk for Jimmie. 
She knows playing boys and girls are always 
hungry. Jimmie takes the cup of milk, looks 
at the nurse expectantly, and takes a few sips. 
Then he waits, as though for instructions, and 
asks, ‘‘How deep shall I drink?” 

Did the nurse know the meaning of his 
question? Do you? Yes, the nurse knew 
that little Jimmie had been taught to take only 
his share, and leave some for the three younger 
children. Of course, many of us know little 
about sharing with others, but, today, there are 
millions of children in the war countries, who 
have never known what it is to have enough 
to eat, or time to play. When we look at our 
plenty, when we take our “cup of milk” let us 
ask, “‘“How deep shall I drink?” and save some 
for those who have little, or those who have 
nothing to eat. 

Let us see what Jesus had to say about ‘'Giv- 
ing’ when He taught the men who came to 
learn from Him! (Here recite or read as- 
signments, or present Scripture lesson in any 
way you desire). 


Beware of Hydrangea 

(Assign reading and study of Psalm 23, 
Psalm 56:3, and Psalm 27:1. Use first two as 
texts to be read or recited prior to story). 


A story is told by Leonard Woodley, Golders 
Green, London, of a man who loved flowers, 
and had a lovely garden, in which he spent 
many hours of devoted care. In the neighbor- 
hood were boys who liked to play ball, and at 
times the ball would land in the man’s garden. 
When the boys would go to recover it, they 
would trample the flowers, and break the stalks 
and blooms. The man who owned the garden 
did not want to drive the boys away, because 
he liked children. 

After a time, a sign appeared at the edge of 
the garden, which read, “Beware of the Hy- 
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_ Courage, it is wrong to destroy that which 


drangea,’ and the boys kept away from the gar 
den. Why? (Permit answer, if possible) 
Because the boys saw the sign, thought there 
was danger to them in the touch of the Hy- 
drangea. So, the gardener’s aim to keep the 
boys out of the flower beds was reached, and 
the boys played where they felt there was ne 
danger. : 

Of course, there was no actual danger te 
them from contact with the flowers, but they 
did not know it. They acted as if there were. 
Many of us are that way about most anything 
in our every day life. If someone says “Be- 
ware!” we just accept the warning, and off we 
go to a place we think is safe for us. That is 
all right for those who do not have the power 
to think for themselves. It is not so for us. 
who have the power to learn whether or not 
there is danger for us, in our surroundings, 0 
play, our companionship, our governments, etc 
Before we accept the “beware!” sign, and make 
up our minds there is something to fear, we 
should find out what we are to fear. We may 


Hydrangea. Now, of course, it is not good 
sense to go into someone’s garden and trample 
the flowers. That is not a matter of fear 0 
dear to someone else. We do not stay awa) 
what belongs to others, and what is dear 
them. 

However, being afraid is something 
most of us must conquer. The most simple 
way to remedy our fears is to trust in God. 
God runs the world, and He knows what i 
best. Listen again to our texts! (read) Nov 
let us hear what he says in Psalm 23! (Child 
recite slowly, or read). 


Kindness 
Kindness makes each day the brighter, 


Kindness makes life's burdens lighter. ~ 


Kindness sorrow’s aching soothes, 
Kindness Pain’s sore pillow smoothes. 


Kindness makes the vision clearer, 
Kindness brings even heaven nearer. 


Kindness here was incarnate, 
But was nailed unto a tree; 

‘Tis for kindness that men wait— 
To be shown by you and me. 


—Alexander Louis Fraser. 


The Eapositor 


INTERNATIONAL LESSONS FOR 1945 


AY 


THE LESSON HELP WITHOUT A PEER, $2.25 Postpaid 


HOWARD J. CHIDLEY, D.D. 


God and These 
Times 


“The author knows both life and litera- 
ture. With mental clarity and spiritual 
vision, courageously and confidently, he 
speaks to men of these times in these 
sermons.”—The Expositor. $1.50 


J. W. G. WARD 


More Parables 
For Little People 


“Ministers and all working with the 
junior age will find this invaluable. 
Easily retold, the stories are splendid 
examples for other stories.” — The 
Expositor. $1.50 


JACOB J. SESSLER, Ph.D. 


The Fact of God 


“A great, practical help to pastors an1 
others who work with individuals and 
groups to lay hold on the basic truths of 
faith.”—Review and Hxpositor. $1.50 


HOWARD P. BOZARTH 


The Surprising 
Christ 


A fascinating study of Christ’s impact 
upon His contemporaries. Amazing in- 
terviews. His technique in winning men 
to His standards. A work of unusual 
appeal and lasting usefulness. $1.50 


J. BURFORD PARRY 


A Religion 
That Smiles 


“With rare delight the reviewer has fol- 
lowed the pages of this entrancing vol- 
ume. The minister will cherish it and 
the layman will greatly profit by its 
message.—The Expositor. $1.50 


HERBERT K. ENGLAND, D.D. 


Listen, My Children 


Ministers, S. S. teachers, leaders of youth 
groups and parents will be attracted to 
this helpful array of children’s stories 
which aim to anchor the child’s mind to 
the Bible. $1.50 


FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY, Publishers 


158 Fifth Ave., New York 10, N. Y. 
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e AT ALL BOOKSTORES 


ILLUSTRATIONS 


WitiiaM J. Hart, D.D. 


Roses at Christmas 
lige, BSI, TUNE GOGE 


Johnson-Costello Post of the American Le- 
gion of Penn Yan, New York, repeated its 
annual custom, established several years ago, 
of presenting a rose on Christmas morning to 
every patient in the hospital and to every per- 
son in the village classed as a “shut-in” by 
local physicians. In addition a bouquet of 
roses was presented to every Gold Star Mother 
of both World Wars. 

To each of the latter, a silk service flag with 
a gold star accompanied the roses.—From B. 
B. Stutler in “The American Legion Maga- 
zine, March, 1943.. 


Gifts for Children 
Matt. 19:13. “Little children.’ 


Zola Bartholomew of Portland, Ore., in The 
Christian Advocate, suggests that in our Christ- 
mas packages to servicemen overseas we in- 
clude a gift or two for some child, or ‘even 
adult. This seems too good an idea to be 
confined to just Methodists, and I think your 
readers would like to enjoy the happiness of 
taking a tiny bit of the bleakness from some of 
the sad little ones in a foreign country... . 
Why, even the poorest of us can do a little 
thing like that—which is one of the beauties 
of the thought—IVA REED. 

—The Syracuse (N.Y.) Post-Standard. 


World Christmas 


Matt. 2:11. “They saw the young child .. . 
-and ... they presented unto him gifts.” 


Happily endorsing a readet’s suggestion that 
every Christmas box sent to a U. S. serviceman 
overseas should include a small gift for a child, 
the Living Church last week observed: ‘'This 
Christmas . . . American servicemen will be 
scattered all over the world. . . . Almost every- 
where there will be children, ragged, under- 
nourished, embittered. What better token of 
the joy of the Incarnation could be found than 
a children’s Christmas all over the world ?”— 
Time, September, 1944, 
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Organ Music Helps Hospital Patients — 
II Chron. 7:6: “With instruments of music’ 


A teacher in the public schools at Eltingville 
Staten Island, asked the superintendent of the 
Richmond Memorial Hospital, Dreyfus Foun 
dation, if there were anything other than rou 
tine work which she could perform as part of 
her wartime activity during the summer vaca 
tion of 1943. The superintendent of the hos 
pital at Princes Bay, L. 1, John H. Olsen 
knowing that the applicant, Mrs. Marion Soule 
was a church organist, suggested the use of the 
portable organ of the hospital in a daily tou: 
of the four wards and the visitors’ recepti 
room in a fifteen-minute program. Thus h 
took a leaf from the Army chaplains’ progr 
of using music to stimulate the recovery of 7 
pital patients. 

Mrs. Soule was enthusiastic over the pl 
and soon recruited other teachers for the p 


- pose of making possible an entire summer 


ries. The New York Times thus reported 7 
result: “The impromptu concerts have : 
with a welcome response and in convalescen 
wards patients with their own radios hay 
turned them off at the approach of the orga 
ist, and also joined in group singing.. Docto 
and nurses also hailed the plan and agree tha 
it served a helpful purpose.” Mr. Olsen sai 
that his hospital was the first in the New Yor 
area to adopt the practice, and suggested tha 
other hospitals try the plan. | 
“After the organist first appeared in the chil 
dren’s ward,” it was stated, ‘‘the nurse in charg} 
reported that the youngsters had their bes 
night’s sleep. In that ward patriotic song 
found most favor. Among the older patient 
hymns and folk tunes were requested.” 


No Limit to Achievement 


When you need inspiration and courage, go Wi 
Dr. Arnold to the room of his invalid sister; thi 
of Milton in his blindness, and review his ‘‘Paradi 
Lost’; visit John Bunyon in prison, and recall h 
“Pilgrim’s Progress”; think of Beethoven’s deafne; 
and listen again to his inspired symphonies; vi 
Jesus on the Cross, and try to understand his lo 
for you, 


The Exposit 


The ection e Over 


ye ate glad that it is. There was a good deal of bitterness in the campaign. Many people 
id things they didn’t mean and did things they now regret. 


yme brickbats were thrown at Spiritual Mobilization but we have forgotten about them. We 
irbor no ill will toward those who threw them, who charged us with all sorts of things which 
eren't true. 


is important that we all forget such things and that the country be united in common dedi- 
ition to swift victory and a better post-war world. 


iritual Mobilization continues to sing its same song, occasionally in a different key for the sake 
' variety. We shall continue to sound the alarm against pagan stateism, and shall continue 
) champion spiritual ideals and basic freedoms which have made America strong — the 
hristian fundamentals which stateism at the totalitarian level would undertake to destroy. 


1 a calm, judicial, post-election mood let the clergy of America contemplate the necessity for 
seeping the state servant instead of permitting it to become master as it threatens. Each in his 
wn way, let us all be mighily effective. Free pulpit, free press, free enterprise, free assembly, 
ad free speech cannot be taken for granted anywhere in the world! But they can be vouched 
fe in America. 


re you interested in receiving our pamphlets? We have a new one titled ‘After Election” 
hich we'd like to send you. 


SPIRITUAL MOBILIZATION 
411 W. 5th ST., LOS ANGELES 13, CALIF. 
James W. Fifield, Jr., D.D., Founder 
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ONALD J. COWLING, President of Carleton NOYES, Distinguished Poet; DR. NORMAN VIN- 
lege; ELY CULBERTSON, President World CENT PEALE, Minister Marble Collegiate Church, 
sderation, Inc., DR. CARY EGGLESTON, Heart New York City; HON. NORRIS POULSON, United 
ecialist; DR. WILL DURANT, Philosopher, States Congressman; DR. ROBERT GORDON 
uthor and Lecturer; DR. EDGAR J. GOODSPEED, SPROUL, President University of California; DR. 
ble Scholar and Author; HON. ALBERT W. RAY LYMAN WILBUR, Chancellor Leland Stan- 
AWKES, United States Senator; REV. HAROLD ford University. 
KINGSLEY, Negro Leader; DR. JOHN A. 


JAMES W. FIFIELD, JR., D.D., Director 
ELLSWORTH ROSS, Manager 


SPIRITUAL MOBILIZATION 
411 W. 5th St. Dept. Exp. Los Angeles 13, Calif. 


am interested in the program and purposes of S piritual Mobilization. Please send me information 
yw I may help further this work. I understand there will be no financial obligation whatsoever. 
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Christly Ministry 

Matt. 25:40. “Inasmuch as ye have done it 
unto one... of these my brehren, ye have 
done it unto me.” 


1—Several months ago an American censor- 
ship officer at an overseas station ran across a 
passage in a soldier’s letter which he thought 
worthy of passing along to his superior. It 
read somewhat as follows: ‘Dear Mom: 
When you get your next allotment from me 
through the Government I hope you'll take it 
downtown and give it to the Red Cross War 
Fund.” 

The censor made no record of the soldier's 
name or outfit. He made no effort to find out 
what prompted the generous impulse evinced 
by the letter. The writer might have been seri- 
ously wounded at one time and believed that 
his life was saved by quick use of plasma pro- 
cessed from blood collected by the Red Cross 
blood donor service back home; or, arriving 
pain-ridden and frightened at an evacuation 
hospital, he might have been comforted by a 
Red Cross girl, who met him at the receiving 
tent with a cup of coffee. 

2—He might have been a soldier who had 
eaten a meal, taken a bath or maybe spent a 
leave at one of the homey Red Cross clubs in 
England, Italy, North Africa, Egypt or Pales- 
tine. He might have been a front-line fighter 
who, coming from the line to rest, found a trio 
of Red Cross girls with a clubmobile outfit 
waiting at the bottom of a hill with dough- 
nuts and coffee and a magazine to read. He 
might even have been an escaped or repatri- 
ated war prisoner who had been saved from 
hunger by food boxes packed by the Red Cross 
in the United States and distributed by the In- 
ternational Red Cross Committee to American 
soldiers in prison camps in Germany and else- 
where on the conquered continent. 

3—Many a soldier has awakened out of the 
ether in a gloomy hospital test to find a vase 
of flowers by his cot just as it would have been 
at home, or a Red Cross girl standing there 
with the Army nurse encouraging him in the 
fight for recovery. He has called on the girl 
later to help write a letter home to tell his 
mother or sister or wife or sweetheart what 
happened _ to him.—By Turner Catledge with 
the Armed Forces Overseas in the N. Y. Times 
Magazine, Feb. 27, 1944. 


Peace in future years depends entirely on the man- 
agement of the present, and it applies to the indi- 
vidual as well as to nations, 
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- Pays His Debt in Aiding Youth 


How the Puzzle Was Solved 
Heb. 8:5. “See that thou make all things 
cording to the pattern.” 


Someone relates this significant incident: 
“Two men were discussing a weighty matter in 
the presence of the young son of one of them. 
Embarrassed somewhat by the endless questions 
of the boy, the father gave him a picture puzzle 
on the face of which was a map of the world. 
The boy was intrigued by the puzzle and im- 
mediately set about to solve it. The father 
thought he wouuld be relieved of bother for 
some time and continued his conversation with 
his friend. To his amazement, freedom from 
annoyance was very brief, for in two minutes 
the boy had the picture put together again and 
once more was disturbing his father. “How did 
you get the world together in so short a time?’ 
asked the father. ‘Oh, that was easy,’ said the 
boy. ‘There was a picture of a man on th 
back of it and if you put the man togethe 
right, the world will take care of itself.’ ” Th 
boy spoke more wisely than he knew. 
making of a Christian world is the inspirationa 
and educational task of training individuals i 
the qualities which characterize the Christm 
Dream.—Dr. L. H. Bugbee. 


Romans 8:11-14. 


Final payment on a ‘debt’ which James 
Sanders, President and Superintendent of th 
Warrick County Orphans’ Home, Indianapoli 
Ind., for 35 years, was made on November 
1944, when he died at Boonville, Ind. Th 
debt was owed to a German miller, who 
friended Sanders as a young boy, and asked i 
return that “Sanders pass on the good act” t 
anyone needing it. 

In 1864, when he was 17 years old, Sande 
traveled with his uncle and family to Ric 
mond, Ind., where they contemplated crossin 
back into Kentucky, their native state, to joi 
the Southern forces. Because of Union picket 
they were unable to accomplish this. 

Sanders headed West, with his uncle, and i 
Missouri attempted to cross a river with fi 
horses. A German miller aided them in cros 
ing, and when asked the price for the servic 
the miller said, “If you find anyone else i 
need of help, pay them instead of me!” 

“T've tried to pay up that debt ever since! 
said Sanders through the years and in life-lo 
advocacy of good orphanages for needy ch 


dren, he paid one of many installments on t 
debt. 
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Dr. A. J. 
CRONINS 


New Novel 


The Green 
Years 


The distinguished author of THE 
CITADEL and THE KEYS OF THE 
KINGDOM writes the deeply moving 
story of young Robert Shannon, striving, 
against staggering odds, to salvage his 
own soul. It is inspiring in its spiritual 
overtones, which give its most poignant 
episodes a warm, comforting glow. 


$7) 50 


‘LITTLE, BROWN & CO. 
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CHURCH RECORDS 
i 


INCREASE YOUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS 


with “B and M” Loose Leaf Records. Write for 

FREE samples of our Individual Church Record, 

Treasurer’s Cash Record, and Guest Register. 
Bookstores or 


W. E. MANSFIELD & CO., St. Joseph, Mo. 


YOUR DOLLARS 
DO 
DOUBLE DUTY! 


Why be satisfied with a dollar that only 


does one job? 


YOUR dollars can do two jobs for you 
and your family! 


They can care for your family if you 
are taken from them too soon. 


They can take care of you in the sunset 
years of life. 


Let us show you how to make yours 


DOUBLE DUTY DOLLARS. 


Ministers Life and Casualty Union 

100-A W. Franklin, Minneapolis 4, Minn. 
Without obligation please tell me how to 

make my dollars do double duty. 


Name 


Address 


street state NS 


Birthdate 


month @ year 


Denomination... eR ane Et 
Exp 12 44 
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Christmas Prayers 
Charles Kingsley’s Prayer for Christmas Peace 


Christmas peace is God’s, and He must give 
it Himself, with His own hand, or we shall 
never get it. Go, then, to God Himself. Thou 
art His Child, as Christmas Day declares; be 
not afraid to go unto thy Father. Pray to Him; 
tell Him what thou wantest; say: ‘Father, I am 
not moderate, reasonable, forebearing. I fear I 
cannot keep Christmas aright, for I have not a 
peaceful Christmas spirit in me, and I know 
that I shall never get it by thinking and reading 
and understanding, for it passes all that, and 
lies far away beyond it, does peace, in the very 
essence of Thine undivided, unmoved, absolute, 
eternal Godhead, which no change nor decay 
of this created world, nor sin nor folly of men 
or devils, can ever alter; but which abideth for- 
ever what it is, in perfect power and perfect 
love. O Father, give me Thy Christmas peace.” 
—From Town and Country Sermons. 


Unending praise be Thine, O God most 
high, most blessed, who hast made manifest 
Thy salvation unto all peoples. From north to 
south, and from east to west, hath the Star of 
Bethlehem shined, and in Thy mercy our eyes 
have been gladdened by its light. Let not its 
brightness wane upon our vision, we beseech 
Thee, nor its promise cease to command us. In- 
spite us anew to bring gifts that are truly sig- 
nificant and meet to offer to the King of Kings. 
Beget in us more perfectly the mind of His 
Kingdom, the heart of His universal love, the 
will to His peace. . Even amid the terrible clash 
of armies, deliver us from hatred and venge- 
fulness, from lust of domination and contempt 
of race. Teach us to submit to the will and 
wisdom of our heavenly King all our thoughts 
and hopes for the future, all our vision and 
policy of human and national relations for the 
world. Make us more sincerely and loyally His 
messengers and ambassadors to all the peoples 
of the earth, giving open homage to Him, the 
only Saviour of mankind and Establisher. of 
peace. Revive in us the authority and urgency 
of the universal Gospel which Thou hast made 
known to us for the world’s need, and redis- 
cover to us the joy of its communication, unto 
the end that every tribe and every tongue may 
crown Him Lord of all, to whom be the eternal 
glory. Amen.—The Methodist Recorder, Lon- 
on. 


Some people are so busy worrying about evil that 
see have no time to do their part in bringing in 
good. 
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“That You May Still Be Free!” 
Deut. 42:5. “He shall be free.” z 


d 

A gallant lady whose son gave his life for 
the cause says it would please her and her 
friend, Sarah Gowing Broad, who wrote these 
verses, if we would print them in this column: 


You ask so much, America, of youth: 
You ask so much when just before them seem to lie 
Life’s richer years and love and work and joy; 
You ask them to. deny themselves all these 
That you may still be free. 


He heard your call and turned from youth’s bright 


' 


ways; 
He gave you all he had and hoped; he gave 
His strength and courage, love and joys that were to 


be; 
He gave all this, America, that you may still be free. 


That you may still be free 

He laid his freedom down; 

That you may keep your cherished liberty 

He yielded up his own. 

America, America, thus answered be your pleas! 
Be humbled, great America by gifts as rare as these 
From valiant youth, who naught withhold 

That you may still be free! 


That is a noble and worthy tribute to the 
memory not alone of this one brave young boy, 
but to the memory of all the brave young boys 
who have given their lives—The Syracuse Post- 
Standard, September 5, 1944. 


Christmas Poems 


“PEACE ON EARTH” 
By GRACE NOLL CROWELL 


Skeptics may mock, and doubters question “why?” 
And all the dark agnostics scoff and sneer, 
And still the angels’ song flung from the sky 
Comes echoing down the ages, high and clear, 
And will not be denied, nor will it cease. 
There will be peace on earth, there will be peace! 


And there will be good will when fierce hot hate 
Has burned its fiery way across the lands; 

Men will reach out some day, though soon or late, — 
To grasp each others’ outstretched reaching hands, 

And love will reign—God said it would be so 

That starry Christmas midnight long ago. 


Nothing at all can change his will, his plan 
For the bright destiny ahead for man. : 
—Church School. 


| 


INTO HUMAN HANDS 
By JEAN W. Simpson 


The Christ Child in his mother’s arms, 
Eternal Light in swaddling bands— 
The might and majesty of God 
Committed into human hands! 


Oh, great and terrible the gift 
Whereof the Christmas angels sing: 
Now men have power to build with God— 
And power to crucify their King. 
—The Christian Advocate. 


The Expositor | 


An Important New Book! 


Reassurance for Parents and Wives of Men in Service 


FAITH OF OUR FIGHTERS shows faith in action —an 
absorbing collection of vital narratives by eminent military and 
religious leaders, by enlisted men and officers. If you have a boy 
in uniform, or know such a boy, you will want to read FAITH OF 
OUR FIGHTERS. 


Every minister and church leader should read this important 
book. Through it they share the experiences of the men and the 
Chaplains, and through it they may learn how best to deal with the 

A Few of the returning fighters. 


Many Contributors 
WeGon tA: A. ACTION PHOTOGRAPHS CHAPLAIN E, C. NANCE 


Vandegritt Many pages of on-the-spot pictures The Editor-Author of this insp‘r- 

Chap. (Brig Gen.) taken by official hotographers, ing compilation is a veteran of 

ae E : z aoc fl ge : World War I, holder of five service 
William R. Arnold showing religious observances in 


: medals, including the Purple Heatt. 

Chief of Chaplains CPS, jungles, deserts — on all A Disciple preacher before being 

(Capt.) R. D battlefronts. Chaplains living and commissioned as Chaplain. Has 
api}. Re D. 


ras nd ith the men. tained 90 per cent of the more 
Workman Ge nie cD SE ee a than 7,000 Army Chaplains. 
Dr. Daniel A. Poling 


At Your Bookstore, $2.00 — or Order from 
Dr. William L. 


sss" THE BETHANY PRESS _ ST. LOUIS 3, MO. 


AN UNPARALLELED REFERENCE WORK 
FOR MINISTERS * TEACHERS ° LIBRARIES and HOMES 


ENCYCLOPEDIA 
OF BIBLE LIFE 


By Madeleine S. and J. Lane Miller 


BIBLE LIFE | 
ke : Wadeicine £ oo 5, Laas Millee 


ADO FULL PAGRS OF REMVTRATIONS 


eer 100 Full Pages of Illustrations ® 1,694 Subjects in 22 Sections 
5 ee 285,000 Words ® 12 Pages of Full Color Maps ® 5 Indexes 
Price $4.95 


OES for the people, places, activities and customs of the Bible what a commentary 
D does for the text. ‘No man can interpret the Bible accurately who is unfamiliar 
with the land and life out of which it came. The Miller encyclopedia gives the student 
a lifework’s value in five minutes time.” —Roy L. Smith. 

((GomprEHENSIVE and highly usable — simple, direct style — conveniently arranged 
and concisely indexed — everything anyone could conceivably want to know about 


the way of life in Bible lands. 
AT YOUR BOOKSELLER 


HARPER & BROTHERS ® 49 E. 33rd Street, New Yor ONES 
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RECENT BOOhS 


THE MESSAGE OF THE NEW TESTAMENT 


By Archibald M. Hunter. Westminster Press. 122 pp. 
$1.00. 
There is a danger that under the critical serutiny 


of Bible Scholars its vital message is hung on separate 
“pegs” and wholly unrelated. The analytical study of 
the Bible tends toward the danger that might be 
present when a group of doctors study a patient in 
the clinie and begin to think of him in terms of the 
separate parts of his anatomy and lose sight of the 
essential unity of him as a man. 

The author points out that the most recent trend 
of New Testament scholars is a change of approach, 


emphasizing the essential unity of the Gospel. “‘“Hith- 
erto their method has been largely centrifugal; now it 
is becoming more and more centripetal.” This book 


in a scholarly but simple and convincing style, points 
out the unity of the New Testament Gospel which 
has been taken for granted. The great dominant 
themes: (1) One Lord, (2) One Church and (3) One 
Salvation, are shown to be the message of every book 
in the New Testament, and bind them into one unity. 

The book deserves a wide reading by the busy pastor 
who needs a refresher course in New Testament theology. 
It should be on the shelves of Seminary libraries as 
required reading by students who, in the analysis of 
the Bible, have taken it apart and may not be able 
to put it together again. 

Dr. Archibald M. Hunter leaves the reader with the 
feeling that what he has written comes from a pro- 
found knowledge of the subject. Formerly Yates Pro- 
fessor of New Testament and Exegesis at Mansfield 
College, Oxford, he is now minister of a Presbyterian 
Church in Scotland.—J. J. Sessler. 


_ THE RELEVANCE OF THE PROPHETS 
By R. B. Y. Scott. The Macmillan Company. 
$2.50. 

“What Israel’s prophets said long ago, as they con- 
demned the manner of this world and pointed men to 
the city of God, is directly and profoundly relevant for 
us.”’ This sentence, from Dr. Scott’s book states the 
conviction and the conclusion of the author. 

The plan and method, by which this conviction is 
illustrated and this conclusion justified, is unique. 
It consists not in the specific treatment of the ‘‘rele- 
vance’ of the prophets, as such, but in giving us a 
picture of the prophets in their own world as they 
deal with the social and economic tensions of their 
time, with the political problems and the religious con- 
ditions, the moral and spiritual life. How they viewed, 
interpreted, and influenced history, their concept of 
God, their ideal of worship, their understanding of 
man and his world, their insistence on ethical righteous- 
ness, their attitude toward sin and estimate of divine 
judgment, their idea of salvation and eschatology—this 
is the background of light and shadow on which Dr. 
Scott portrays ‘the meaning and worth of the Hebrew 
prophetic writings and their profound importance as 
a feature of our religious heritage’ and through which 
he sets forth his ‘interpretation of prophetic religion 
and its bearings on our problems” today. Nothing of 
scholarship is sacrificed in this whole story of the 
prophets and their relevance for our times. It is 
scholarship marked by simplicity and clarity. This 
is a book of consequence, to be commended, with vigor, 


237 pp. 
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me Putten 


to all interested in a composite picture of th 
Hebrew prophets sand their relation to our moderr 
world—a world as Dr. Scott says, “ready for th 
declaration once more of the awful reality of humar 
evil.—Harry W. Staver. 


THE RELEVANCE OF THE BIBLE 
By H. H. Rowley. Macmillan. - 192 pp. $1.75. 


Does the Church have a Book which it can use witk 
authority, or at least lean on with assurance of support’ 
How large is that Book? Can both portions of it be 
made applicable to the needs and problems of men 0} 
today? Is it an “inspired” Book? Every ministe: 
knows these questions and many similar. The Profes 
sor of Semitic Languages in the University College o: 
North Wales deals with them in this little book. Hi: 
point of view is conservative but not antiquated. “Al 
the intellectual acuteness, honesty, and candour, o 
which insistence is so often laid, are to be desired 
but with them that spiritual penetration, which is give 
to the pure in heart, blended with them in a sin 
approach to this incomparable Book.”” His discussion 0: 
Inspiration will be helpful to many, and his chapte 
on the Prophets will be found suggestive and infom 
ing. He brings a fresh mind to the consideration o 
the Unity of the Bible, and also to the character o 
The God of the Bible and to Sin in the Thought o 
the Bible. His closing chapter on the Person and Wor 
of Christ is frank and fair and fearless as he fat 
the problem of reconciling our thought of the hum 
of our Lord with the question of his deity. It is” 
worth while book, and calls for careful and 
readings. In the emphasis to be given to Bible Read 
ing from Thanksgiving to Christmas, many pastors 
find help and encouragement.—Wm. Tait Paterson. ~ 


PERSONALITIES BEHIND THE PSALMS i 
By Robert B. Whyte. Abingdon-Cokesbury. 191 pp 
$1.50. 

The minister of Old Stone Church in Cleveland, Ohio 
presents “‘sermons on twelve Psalms and their authors,’ 
These are real expository sermons and the scholarshi 
of the writer becomes evident as one turns the pages 
He has done considerable research into the lives ° 
the authors of the psalms, produces many little kn 
facts and offers reasonable conjectures as to thei 
work and lives.. There is a rich devotional element i 
each exposition which the reader finds personally stim 
ulating and which might be conveyed to a oc 
gation with rich results in character and service. Th 
portrayals of Asaph, Heman, and Ethan will add ne 
pictures to any man’s Biblical Portrait Gallery. 
sound scholarship blended with popular appeal, the write 
exercises a controlled imagination and makes rea 
and significant today each of these twelve pealms.—W 
Tait Paterson, 


ENOUGH AND TO SPARE 
By Kirtley F. Mather. Harpers. $2.00. 


The professor of Geology at Harvard University write 
a small but very significant book on the resources 0 
the earth and their significance for the organizatio 
of human society. We have had more than our shar 
in days past, of scientists drawing unwarranted con. 
clusions from facts garnered in their own field. I 


‘The Exposito 


true, of course, that ‘because a man may be an 
pert in one realm of knowledge, he has- no right 
. speak with authority in other realms. But you 


ill find nothing of dogmatic materialism in this book,.. 


id the reader will be impressed deeply with the fine 
jirit and broad vision of the author. 

Professor Mather comes to the conclusion that 
hile we have been calling heavily on the products 
- the earth which can not. be replaced, there is 
enough and to spare,” if used intelligently for as 
ir ahead as we can see. So far as the products 
hich can be replaced are concerned, we have not 
en begun to develop the potentialities of the earth. 
e is of the opinion that no one need fear a lowering 
- our standard of living if we assume the right of 
1 peoples to have the same standard. 

But the next observation is perhaps more impor- 
mt for it contains moral implications. It is, namely: 
hat the natural resources of the earth are so located 
iat no one nation can be self-sufficient. "That means, 
* course, that there is ‘“‘enough and to spare,”’ if we 
ink in terms of one world and are willing to share. 
; would appear to be impossible for any nation ever 
» hope to accomplish self-sufficiency, since even the 
ritish Empire, scattered over all the world, has not 
leceeded in doing that. 

On the basis of these facts the author speculates on 
ie future of democracy. He comes to the conclusion 
at from the scientific as well as the moral point of 
ew, democratic processes are not only better but more 
ficient than regimentation. While we cannot escape 
anning, the book closes with the affirmation that we 
in plan for freedom. Altogether, you will be stim- 
ated by this comparatively brief but penetrating 
1alysis and interpretation.—Gerald Kennedy. 


HE PREDICAMENT OF MODERN MAN 

y D. Elton Trueblood, Prof. of Philosophy at Stanford. 
arpers. 105 pp. $1.00. 

This is a small volume, but of large significance. Dr. 
rueblood holds the conviction that most of our talk 
jout the post-war world misses the point. He fears 
at we are failing to recognize that fundamental 
langes in the foundations of our civilization are being 
ade. The predicament of modern man lies in his 
ilure to parallel his technical progress with spiritual 
‘owth. He not only states the conditions, but points 
ie way toward the solution. He deals with the failure 
* our power culture—‘the chief weakness of modern, 
festern man is the weakness of his head rather than 
eakness of the heart his strange delusion is 
ie notion that the kind of world he seeks can be 
ipported in mid-air, without a foundation.” Our 
thics are impotent—‘‘ . . we have an ethic without a 
ligion,’’ whereas our enemies have ‘‘a religion without 
1 ethic.” Individual religion, as it has been prac- 
eed, is insufficient, and only a genuinely redemptive 
ciety can solve man’s predicament. 

The author is heartened by the fact that in ‘our 
iy there is the emergence of a philosophy of civiliza- 
on about which there is great and significant agree- 
ent...” His book is an effort to report this emerging 
lilosophy and to expound it briefly. He gives a 
ry illuminating diagnosis of our ‘‘sickness,’’ and like 
consulting physician, suggests the remedy. 

This is a powerful little book and is worthy of any 
yurchman’s careful attention—Gordon W. Mattice. 


HE SNOWDEN-DOUGLASS 

UNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS 1945 

y Earl L. Douglass. Macmillan. 383 pp. $1.50. 

For 24 years this has been a welcome aid to Sunday 
hool teachers. Since Dr. Snowden’s death the work 
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Recent Macmillan Books 


Paul for Everyone 
By Chester W. Quimby 


An eminently readable, factual account of 
the great apostle. The treatment of Paul’s 
personality, religious experience, journeys, 
career, forms a fascinating narrative of 
vital importance to all Christians. $2.00 


The Cross 


and the Eternal Order 
By Henry W. Clark 


In this book the author discusses the 
doctrine of Atonement, showing how 
Atonement, Christ’s death and its effects 
fit into an entire cosmic process. The 
volume represents a rare quality of 
original thinking. $2.50 


Behold the Man 
Edited by Ralph L. Woods 


An anthology of more than 300 famous 
passages about Jesus, the Christ. The 
quotations are grouped under subject 
headings which show Christ as Man, 
God, Teacher, Messiah, Redeemer, 
Prophet, and Leader. $3.00 


The Bible 


and the Common Reader 
By Mary Ellen$Chase 


A truly great book about the greatest of 
all books. One of America’s most dis- 
tinguished novelists reveals, as no one 
has ever done, the profound depths of 
human interest and the glorious literature 
of the Bible. $2.50 


The Church 


Looks Forward 
By the late William Temple 
The principles which the Archbishop of 
Canterbury believed should guide our 
thoughts and actions in the solution of 
the momentous problems we — and the 
peoples of other freedom-loving nations 
— are facing today. $2.00 


THE MACMILLAN CO. 


60 Fifth Avenue, New York 11 
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it All Happened 
Once Before 


ROY L. SMITH 


A new light on the events of our 
own day as well as a better under- 
standing of the times of the 
prophets is achieved by an exam- 
ination of these Old Testament 
Leaders with the method and in 
the language of a modern news 
analyst. 


. . remarkably readable .. . 
critically sound . trustworthy 
picture .'—Christian Century 


At Your Bookstore $| 


ABINGDON-COKESBURY PRESS 


Nashville 2, Tennessee 


Leave Your Children 
Their Mother's Time 
and Care... 


WITH ONLY ONE CONTRACT 
The Paud VW PROTECTION 
Offers B) FAMILY MAINTENANCE 


seu, BD RETIREMENT INCOME 
FouNne le CHARTERED 


759 For any informction about 
life insurance write .. . 


THE PRESBYTERIAN MINISTERS’ FUND 
Alexander Mackie, D. D., President 


The First Life Insurance Company in America — The Oldest in 
the World . . . Serving Ministers, Their Wives and Theo- 
logical Students of All Protestant Denominations 


RITTENHOUSE SQUARE, PHILADELPHIA 3, PENNA, 
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is being done by Earl L. Douglass, D.D., pastor of | 

Summit Presbyterian Church, Germantown, Philadelphi: 
Pa.. The work is very well done, concise and to th 
point. It follows the international series of lessons 
Any teacher could greatly improve the teaching b 
the judicious use of this book. When we hear hoy 
few books the average teacher buys or reads, an effor 
ought to be made to get a book like this into the hand 
of every teacher. , This volume maintains the excellen 
record of this fine series and should receive the us 
which the quality of the work deserves.—W. R. Siegari 


JESUS THE CHRIST 
By Charles Cullen. Abingdon-Cckesbury. 88 pp. $2.50 

The Church’s library of religious pictures, accumulate 
over the centuries, is rich and replete with master 
pieces known and loved throughout Christendom. Ye 
there is joy and inspiration in the fact that as artist 
have been inspired in their work by the life of Christ 
so there are those of this day being similarly inspired 
some of which work is presented in this collection o 
fine pen drawings, by Charles Cullen. 

Fhe artist has skillfully and charmingly illustrate 
some forty prominent events in the life of Christ whic 
are presented in full page size (about 7x10 inches) 
For each drawing the artist has selected the Seriptur: 
record from the King James Version of 1611, whic 
appears on the page facing the illustration. 

Here is a new devotional experience for the o: 
who studies these pages. A delightful gift book f 
either child or adult. - : 


THE GREEN YEARS 

By A. J. Cronin. Little, Brown and Company. $2.5 
The author’s sympathetic understanding of huma: 
frailties and emotions reaches a new high in hi 
portrayal of the life of Robert Shannon, orphaned ani 
compelled to live with his maternal grandparents, a 
unfriendly world, the object c 
name, clothe: 
the provineiz 


becomes 
because his 
viewed in 


where he 
ridicule and persecution, 
religion are 
Scottish town. 


“wrong” as 


The reader of this appealing novel will find mai 
incidents in the life of Robert Shannon reflectin 
comparable trials and crises in his own life. A. ‘ 
ronin, M.D., author of “Green Years,” was born Y 
cotland in 1896. His medical training was inte} 
rupted by the first world war, and in 1930 an enfored 
vacation from a successful medical practice in London! 
West End, 
try to 


presented the opportunity long sought,—*‘ 


is- tH 
seventh in a series of heart-warming novels.—W. S. v 


write a novel.” “The Green Years” 


WE LIVE IN ALASKA 


By Constance Helmericks. Little Brown and Compan} 
$3.00. | 


The new focus on Alaska, caused by the World Wai 
the. activity in the Aleutians, new visions of wor! 
airways, and the famous Alean Highway,—all hay 
stirred the pioneering blood in many Americans, and th! 
intimate and thrilling story of two young peop} 
realizing their dream “to go to Alaska” is indeed | 
welcome scoop, answering the questions asked by ar 
reader longing to visit our 49th state, Alaska. GC 
course, the trials and seemingly insurmountable obstael 
confronting these two young people in their plans * 
visit various sections of this great and little know 
land will thrill the reader, and may cause him to ma 
some reservations about pioneering Alaska.—W. S. 
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Weebyse UNITED InMaRRiAcE 


A New and Beautiful 
Marriage Certificate No. 1 


This choice and very appropriate new design of 
Marriage Certificate is the product of expert off- 
set lithography. It is done in soft appealing colors. 
Acceptable for small or large weddings in its 
dignity and beauty. 


Sample, 10 cents. Price, dozen, 50 cents 


GOODENOUGH & WOGLOM CO. 


296 BROADWAY NEW YORK 7, N. Y. 


ONSERVING MARRIAGE AND THE FAMILY 


3y Ernest R. Groves. The Macmillan Company. 133 pp. 
1715. 
“This book discusses the many reasons which lead 


larried couples to seek divorce, and urges the culti- 
ation of patience and sympathetic understanding. The 
uthor, who has had thirty years of experience in 
elping people in their domestic difficulties, is professor 
f sociology at the University of North Carolina. 
Careful consideration before action urged by 
Yrofessor Groves. ‘‘Law has no remedy for the unwise 
ivorce,’ he says. He considers the three most com- 
10n problems brought to the domestic counselor. 


is 


The book wisely includes a very complete index; a 
ist of names and addresses of domestic counselors; and 


n excellent bibliography of books on divorce. Many 
linisters will be interested in a book of this na- 
ure.—_Wm. J. Hart. 

ET’S THINK ABOUT OUR RELIGION 

yy Frank and Mildred Moody Eakin. Macmillan. 
51 pp. $2.00. 

Herein one notes two key words, ‘‘the good’’ and 


The good, according to the author (two 
The 
fe of a man is the test of his religion. This is one 
asic assumption. Another is that by reason of the 
act that man is-capable of thought, a 
eveloping intelligence, is his good capable of becoming 
better good. The hewing to this line. Within 
he area where the chips fly, stand bibliolatry, bib- 
omancy, metaphysics, mysticism, neo-orthodoxy, pacifism, 
erfectionism, provincialism, supernaturalism. This list 
; by no means complete, but it gives some idea of the 
horough-going way in which the job of stimulating and 
viding thinking about religion as a functioning force 
1 present-day American life, the express purpose of 
1e book, is handled. The book is written with com- 
etency, skill, and humility becoming a scholar.—Paul 
Kits. 


intelligence.”’ 
ersons writing as one), is practical righteousness. 


possesses 


is 


OWN PEACOCK’S FEATHERS 

yy D. R. Davies. Macmillan. $1.75. 

Here is a book which deserves a wide reading. The 
uthor’s literary style is lucid and forceful. The mes- 
ave is born out of the present night of crisis, and 
; aildressed to the hour out of which it was born. 

‘At first reading, the title of the book, ‘Down 
eacock’s Feathers,’ will be unsuggestive to the average 
unless he is familiar with the quotation 
peaeock’s feathers, down proud heart, 
frail and brittle vessels.”” Many will 
phrase of the quotation would 


linister, 
Then down 
own vile clay, 
nink that the second 
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HIGHEST IN QUALITY 


Quality attracts 
whether in 
preaching, sing- 
ing, architecture 
or furnishings. 
This is why “The 
Service Hymnal’ 
will advance your 
work inthe church 
and school. It is a 
book of quality— 
in materials, man- 
ufacture and bind- 
ing as well as in 
musical contents, 
Scripture readings 
and spiritual force. 


THE SERVICE HYMNAL 


Send for FREE sample copy; you will 
sense instinctively its fitness for every re- 
ligiousneed. Descantsto established tunes 
are a popular feature. First classified 
hymnal to be completely orchestrated. 
Bound superbly in lacquered ‘Class A’ 
cloth, tarnish-proof goldembossing, tinted 
edges, price only $67.50 a 100, not prepaid. 


If your church needs new 
hymnals write post card giv- 
ing your official church title, 
the name aud denomination 
of your Church, tell us when 
you expect to buy and we will 
send a Free sampie of “The 
’ Service Hymnal’’ and our 
folder of ‘‘Finance Plans” fcr 
easy purchase of new books. 


HOPE PUBLISHING 


ESTABLISHED 1692 
only the best in song books COMPANY 
5701-V4 West Lake Street Chicago 44, Illinois 
SQ, 9 nA N) 


\\ 
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the book, ‘‘Down Proud 


strongest 


have been a better title for 
Heart!’’, the book 
ments of humanism to be found. 


for is one of the indict- 


The book is a gripping exposition of “The General 
Confession,” an exposition which will cause any 
Episcopal clergyman to prize this confession more 
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NOW! — 24 “NEW- 
PROCESS” Stencils and 
Backing Sheets, Stencil Ce- 
ment, Brush,—ONLY $2.45. 
Two quires (48) $4.50. Three 
quires $6.45. Five quires 
(10 Dozen) Only $10.25, 
PREPAID Anywhere. “Best 
You Have Ever Used.” 30- 
Day Money Back Guarantee. 
Used Mimeographs Bought 
and Sold. ALL MAKES 


Duplicator Supplies, ie 

0 ORF Tracing Scopes, Bulletin De- 
en signs, Cartoons, Styli, Let- 

tering Guides, Accessories, Typewriter and Duplicator 
Platen Rollers. EVERYTHING. Literature Free. 


EXPERT Typewriter and Duplicator Cleaning, Repairing. 
Write us. “PRINTOMATIC” SELF-FEEDING ROTARY 
STENCIL POST CARD PRINTER $9.50 COMPLETE. 
PRINTOMATIC STENCILS $1.50 for 24. 


‘PITTSBURGH TYPEWRITER SUPPLY CO. 


336BA-FOURTH AVE., PITTSBURGH 22, PA. 
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562 Fifth Ave. New York, N. Y. 


CHURCH BULLETINS 


We furnish a weekly church bul- 
letin that is attractive yet inexpen- 
sive. Thousands of churches are 
now using this service. Send postal 
today for free samples and full 
information. No obligation. 


The WOOLVERTON PRINTING Co. 


CEDAR FALLS, IOWA 


1945 


Let Standard’s 112-page Bible Teacher 
and Leader help you in your Sunday school 
teaching in 1945. Magazine section, superin- 
tendent’s page, 7 big pages on every week’s 
Uniform Lesson. Send 25c for sample. 


The Standard Publishing Co. 
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than ever: and any evangelical minister to appreci it 
the universal bearing of ‘‘The General Confession” upd} 
all believers in Christ. The author’s six-page -intro 
duction alone is worth far more than the price of th 
book. 

Each of the eight splendidly written chapters is ; 
gold mine of suggestive as well as factual material 
Of course, it is not all gold, but no book has ever bee 
that is. . Few readers will accept all th 
author’s conclusions and deductions, but the autho 
has pioneered into a field of consideration which ni 
minister of today can afford to neglect in his thinking 
The book is stimulating reading—not easy reading, bu 
worth-while reading. ‘“‘Down Peacock’s Feathers” wil 
without question rank among the great books of th 
Helfenstein. 


written 


year.—R. C. 


THE ARTS AND RELIGION 
Edited by Albert E. Bailey. 
180 pp. $2.50. 

Four outstanding personalities unite to produce th 
Ayer Lectures of the Colgate-Rochester Divinity Schoo 
for 1943, which in turn constitute the chapters of thi 
book: Albert E. Bailey, Kenneth John Conant, H 
Augustine Smith, and Fred Eastman. They approacl 
the arts, painting, architecture, music, and the drama 
from their respective specialized viewpoints. The resul 
is a remarkably stimulating and exciting volume. 

The Introduction by Professor Bailey, whose inter 
pretation of the great paintings of the world in hi 
other books and more especially in the quarterly issue 
of The Upper Room have endeared him to the heart 
of millions, is well worth the price of the book. Hi 
keen insight into the motives and messages of artists 
vividly displayed to th 


The Macmillan Company 


painters and _ sculptors, is 
profit and inspiration of the reader. 

When he undertakes to explore The Expression 0} 
Religion in Painting and Sculpture, he does so wit! 
unique effectiveness, guiding the student through 
museum in which the various types and philosophies o 
art have been exhibited for study and criticism. 

Professor Conant explores the field of architectur 
with the same intent, and presents in brief and effectivi 
style the progressive story of the development of chure! 
architecture down through the centuries. 

In the realm of music Dr. Smith seeks to analyz 
the multiple contributions of the world’s great cm 
posers. His chapter covers a vast field of endeayvel 
informative, comprehensive, and critical. . 

The concluding chapter on The Dramatist and thi 
Minister by Dr. Eastman is illuminating and suggestive 

The weakness of the volume lies in the lack of spac 
for fuller treatment of the dealt with in th 
last two chapters. Dr. Smith is much too vague i/ 
both his criticisms of what makes current church musi 
good or bad and his suggestions for the average loca 
church by which music and can be enriche 
and developed. In like manner Dr. Eastman is hand) 
capped in setting forth a practical program of dram 
for the local church with suggestions of acceptab] 
religious dramas and helpful procedures in producin 
them. The point of this general criticism lies in tH 
fact that most churches throughout the nation @ 
not equipped with ideal properties or exceptional taleni 
And yet they must and do carry on. They should } 
helped with all the consideration possible to utilize th 
talent and properties available. : 

The book is especially valuable, on the other hane 
because of its splendid illustrations. It is a 
much needed, and let us hope it will be followed wi 
other publications on the same vital issues.—John V 
McKelvey. 
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Mid - Week 


Underground Patriots 


Organ:—‘‘ Adagio” —Guilmant. 

Invocation. 

Psalm: 17, tesponsively. 

Hymn: “Once to Every Man and Nation. 
Scripture: Judges, Chapters 6, 7, and 8 to 
srse 24. (Assigned to various readers). 
Hymn; “Soldiers of Christ, Arise.” 


Meditation: It is strange to see the picture of 
ideon’s activities in O. T. times, as the patriot in 
ar-torn lands today printing his ‘‘resistance paper’ 
1 a press in a cellar, or dugout. Gideon found it 
scessary to hide the harvests of fruit and grain from 
ie enemy. They elected to beat out the wheat where 
‘apes usually grew. The enemy would not lok for 
‘ain in the winepress. While these ancient peoples 
ere beating out the wheat in the winepress, their 
carts were beating out fierce resistance to the enemy. 
se Gideon glancing from time to time at hill-top, 
ondering what can be done to rout the foe. See 
im getting the shock of his life! God is present in 
1€ winepress! 
Note 3 comparisons between Gideon and most of 
5: 1. He did not expect God on the threshing floor. 
Ve never do, so we are shocked. 2. He had not 
<plored God, although he spoke with confidence of 
1e God of his fathers. We too render lip service, 
ut actually speak without experience of God. Many 
f us see only the historic incidents in the story, as 
fe do in our own faith. Here is a story of a brave 
eople, who must be taught that they must first deal 
ith the enemy within, before they can deal with the 
nemy from without. 3. Gideon has not expressed 
od. Conviction of God, and knowledge of God, are 
1 groundwork for expressing God. Note, when 
70d called him, he said, ‘My family is the poorest 
. and I am the least.’’ How familiar. Like in our 
ay, Moses paraded his lack of eloquence, Isaiah his 
nclean lips, Jeremiah his timidity and immaturity. 
God has done some of his greatest works through 
oor, unacclaimed persons. God uses cobbler, car- 
enter, tinker and tailor for his purpose. The hope 
f the world lies in the ordinary man. Let us not be 
ackward in our service for God because of our 
ration. God calls you when he needs you, it is only 
1e heart that matters, and your willingness to 
expect God’, to “explore God and his purpose for 
ou”, and to “express God’’ in the manner He 
esires of you—Extracts from L. J. Howells, 
xpository Times. 


Hymn: ‘Rise Up, O Men of God.” 
Prayer: By Pastor, or assigned. 

Hymn: “March on, O Soul, with Strength.” 
Organ: ‘Prelude in C Minor’’—Bach,. 


I. A Star to Guide Us 


Organ: “Andante’”—Grieg. 

Invocation. 
“Hymn: “In the Hour of Trial.” 

Psalm: 16, responsively. 

Hymn; “Lamp of our feet, whereby we 
aCe 
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Dependable Service 


{45 Broadway 
Quality Materials, 


2 by Z 
if Sunday School 
% Lesson Quarterlies 
Practical, Evangelical, 

popular and proved in use by 
thousands of schools.True to the 


Bible, they stimulate attendance, 
win souls, and insure growth. 


Cover All Departments 


Pocket size for convenient carry- 
ing. Appealing in lesson presen- 
tation (International Uniform)— 
applies Bible truths to Christian 
living. Surprisingly low in price, 

Send 10c in stamps or coin for 
largepackagecontainingsamples 
of Sunday School quarterlies, 
papers, coloring cards, lesson 
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tion regarding new teaching aids 
forJuniors and Intermediates,and 
acopy ofour1945CatalogofVisual 
Teaching Supplies. WRITENOW. 
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Pews, Pulpits, Pulpit Chairs, Communion Tables, 
Baptismal Fonts, Sunday School Furniture. 
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High Grade 
? Reconditioned Bells 
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Scripture: Matt. Chap. 1 and 2 to verse I 
Hymn: ‘What Cheering Words are the: 


Meditation: Text, Matt. 2:10. 


We approach another anniversary of His wonder 
idvent into the world, an advent fraught with infint 
possibilities, an advent which changed the course ¢ 
human events, both in this world and in the worl 
before us. Are we prepared for this event? Ho 
are we sure that we have the knowledge of God, s 
His presence is. felt, expressed, and worshipped? 

Have we SEEN the star? _The STAR can guic 
all who follow it, along and over the devious an 
uncertatin pathway of life. The STAR upholds ox 
crossing of minefields of danger, our quavering unde 
unearthly and evil instruments of torture from tk 
air. The STAR restrains when we are fluished wit 
victory, showing us our utter helplessness in ov 
own right; our abiding strength in Him. Early i 
life, we should strive to get a true glimpse of th 
Star of Bethlehem, and set our course by his char 
His STAR comes to different individuals as th 
result of different associations; to some as the dire 
imprint of a godly mother, a father standing on 
sure foundation of faith; a loving wife; to som 
through suffering; some through loss of possession: 
some in great danger; some through zealous search 
ings and prayer. 

These Wise Men not only found the STAR, bi 
they worshipped him, and gave to Him the gifts « 
value which they had brought with them. Gold sus 
gests value; frankincense, liberality, myrrh, genuine 
ness of giving. God’s gift to man was His Sor 
Jesus. Our gift to God must be our dedication t 
His will and guidance——W alter S. Slaydon. 

Hymn: “Jesus calls us, O’er the Tumult.” 

Prayer: For grace to receive the Holy Spiti' 
and dedication to seek and carry out God! 
Will among men. : 

Hymn; “Faith of our Fathers, Living Still 


Organ: “Festal Postlude”—Rockwell. 
Ill. The “ONE-Word” Story | 

Organ: “Litany’—Schubert. 

Invocation. . 

Hymn: “We Saw Thee Not.” 

Psalm: 18, responsively. 

Hymn: “Tell me the Old Old Story.” 

Scripture: Luke 2. 

Hymn: “Hark, the Herald Angels Sing.” | 

Meditation: John 3:16. 


The story is told of Captain Booth, head of th 
Salvation Army, trying to frame in one word 4 
inspirational message to be cabled to his staff men 
bers in every corner of the world. He had much / 
say, and much depended on his selection of the om 
word that was to convey that great message. Aft} 
long deliberation, he chose the word “OTHERS 
because to him and his followers, it sums up t 
philosophy of the followers of Jesus Christ, and t 
aim of their activities. ; 

In undertaking to write a story, we are told to p 
the framework into a 10-ward sentence, and go ¢ 
with our work of writing from there. Reading tod 
the first chapter of John, verses 1 to 15, we find t 
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story of Jesus summed up in different “one-word” 
messages, all of which are descriptive, adequate, 
jatisfying. (Read, and emphasize the one-word 
descriptions.) 

_In our text, we find the whole message of salva- 
jon in ONE-WORD, a word familiar to us from 
atliest childhood, but lacking meaning until it is 
sought to life within our hearts through experience, 
und expression. That one word, LOVED, underlies 
ull the good in the world, all the bright hope for a 
setter day, all the longing in the human heart for a 
future life. 


Hymn: “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ 
Mame.” - 
Prayer: By pastor for the coming of the 


Holy Spirit among believers, to hasten the day 
of good will among men on earth. 


Hymn: “O Come, All ye Faithful...” 
Benediction. 
Organ: 


“March Triumphale’—Wachs. 


IV. One to Another 


Organ: ‘Morning’ —Grieg. 
_ Invocation. 

Hymn: “Soft as the Voice of an Angel.” 
_ Psalm: 8, tesponsively. 

‘Hymn; “One Step at a Time.” 
_ Scripture: Mal. chapters 3 and 4. Luke 
11: 1-14. 

Hymn: “Tt may not be on the Mountain’s 
Height.” 

Meditation: Mal. 4:6. 


Morale was at low ebb, when this prophet, whom 
we call Malachi, addressed himself to his people. 
Something seemed to have broken in the spirit of 
man. There arose a man to speak for God, and we 
shall call him simply “My Messenger,” as the story 
reads. 

This man was sure there was a way out of the 
trouble, because he believed in God, and his love for 
his people. He knew God would send a leader to 
guide his people on the way of the morrow. I 
will send you Elijah once again,” he cried, in the 
Name of the Lord. It is the note that characterizes 
he true prophet. He is never content with the 
view that the people of God have come to the end of 
1 way appointed—a blind alley. He knows the Lord 
mas a way out and up. God’keeps man on the move, 
and every seeming ending is merely God's beginning. 
There is always a messenger ahead, and there is 
stirring when he comes. There is ferment wherever 
incient good must give way to new vision. There is 
ways that rooted in the old, and that which is 
training to espouse the new. The tradition of one 
ge must give way to the progress and vision of the 
1eW. 

Tradition has no value, beyond its service as a 
way to better things ahead. Only through a sense of 
radition can we judge what is good and permanent 
nthe way ahead. There are many countries and 
nany hations today, where all the old roads are lost, 
ind all things ahead must be tested for their poten- 
ial contribution to life, character, and destiny. The 
ld roads were made by generations of men who 
ead directions in the stars, knowing the heavens 
hanged not, but were God’s abiding facts to guide 
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THE BPASTOR’S HELPER 


A monthly house organ designed to aid the busy 
pastor with timely copy suggestions for bulletins, ser- 
mons and the like. It offers free classified advertising 
service for pastors. You’ll even appreciate the firm 
ties which will offer many seasonal suggestions 
oO you. 

The copies will be punched to fit a loose leaf binder 
as you will want to make a permanent record of these 


monthly issues. 


There is no charge. Just ask to have your name 
placed on our regular mailing list. 


H. WILBUR POLSON 


Printed Supplies for Churches and Pastors 
2400-B N. Twelfth St., Milwaukee 6, Wisconsin 


UNION LESSON HELPS 


on the International Uniform Lessons 


are based 


squarely on 
the Bible 


Union Lesson Helps stand for and emphasize the 
foundation truths held in common by all evangelical 
Christians. Undenominational and uncontroversial, 
they can be used with safety in any Sunday school. 


Write for free specimens 


AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 
1816 Chestnut Street Philadelphia, Pa. 


Pipe Organs 
AUSTIN ORGANS, INC. 
HARTFORD, CONN. 


Inquiries Welcomed 


FOLDING CHAIRS 


STEEL OR WOOD FOLDING CHAIRS, 
with Plain or Upholstered Seats. Prompt 
Delivery. Send for Catalogue and Price 
List. 

REDINGTON CO., Dept. 89, Scranton 2, Pa. 
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CONVENIENT, NOISELESS AND SANITARY 

Our communion set as illustrated permits an impressive 
ceremony and leads the 
field in communion ser- 
vice. Available in ma- 
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size and can be stacked. 
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SANITARY COMMUNION SERVICE 
Box 396-Dept. E.. Rochester 2, N. Y. 


Church THindows 
ST. JOSEPH ART GLASS WORKS 


802-808 N. Second St., St. Joseph 12, Mo. 


Designers and Manufacturers of Art, Stained, z 
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PUBLIC SPEAKERS!! 


Let us prepare your sermons, speeches, lectures, 
articles, etc., at a most modest cost. 


Prompt, scholarly, individual and confidential. 
You get full and exclusive use of all material 
ordered. Printed speeches, sermons and outlines 
also furnished. FREE circular. 


Continental Writers’ and Speakers’ Bureau 
210 Fifth Avenue, Dept. E., New York 10, N. Y. 
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his wandering children. The man who can turn hi 
face to the stars of the heavens, will go safely by th 
light of Eternal leading. Earth's upheavals do nx 
alter abiding facts. God guides though human road 
are wiped out. This knowledge was the gift to u 
of past generations; it is our gift to coming gener 


tions. “I will send you Elijah once again!” 
Hymn: “Lord of All Being, Throne 
Afat.-- 
Prayer: For courage and resolution to plac 


our faith and trust in God, who leads all mer 
into Salvation through His son, Jesus Christ. 


Hymn: “Lord of our Highest Love.” 
Benediction. 
Organ: ‘Festival March”—Tvelman. 


American Concert at Albert Hall, London 


“The concert organized by the United States Arm 
and presented at the Albert Hall is likely to be with 
out parallel in the long and varied sequence of event 
that have taken place within its encircling walls, 
said the London Times. 

Two concerts were given by a choir of 200 Negre 
American soldiers assisted by the London Symphony 
Orchestra, and Roland Hayes, who had flown ove 
for the occasion. The first was heard by a capacit} 
audience of civilians, the second by American force! 
and many British and Allied service men. q 

“They sang their own spirituals,"’ commented tht 
London paper Chronicle. “They had sung not mor 
than a dozen bars of the old spiritual, “Go Dows 
Moses,’ before that fluid and enticing lyricism of thé 
Negro voice had dominated the audience. Quickh 
the artificial atmosphere of floodlights and orchestr: 
disappeared, and the magic of simple melody pen 
vaded the great hall. The very fact that a few day 
ago these men were building an airfield with pick 
and shovels and bulldozers—that their voices hav 
been brought to such a peak of magnificence is ; 
miracle.” 

No man can hold another man in the gutter with 
out remaining there himself—Booker T. Washingtom 


Service 
Saint Nicholas reached Heaven, 
Though on the way detained; 
Because he helped a carter, 
His robes with mud were stained. 


His mate, Saint Cassianus, 
Let the poor traveller be; 

He tucked his robes about him, 
To keep their purity. 


But who won Heaven’s approval ?— 
The muddry saint, I wot; 
To aid a needy mortal, 
Himself he quite forgot. 
—Alexander Louis Fraser. 
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WIDE-AWAKE EVANGELIST—operation as Preacher 0} 
Singer, experience in both. Seminary graduate. Soun 
in gospel presentation. The pastor’s helper and th 
sinner’s friend. Will go anywhere. Reference. 
Address W. J. MORRIS, 200 Radio Center, 
Little Rock, Arkansas 
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Praise to Thee, O God of Might 
(Tune—St. George’s Windsor) 


Praise to Thee, O God of might, 
For the gift of morning light, 
For the dawn’s first breaking ray, 
For the splendor of the day, 
Field and forest, stream and sea, 
Flaming bush and towering tree, 
Golden sunsets lingering long, 
Join in earth’s triumphant song. 


Praise to Thee, O Christ adored, 
For thy gifts of grace outpoured, 
For the ageless mystery 

Of thy life in Galilee, 

To thy Cross we lift our eyes, 
See redeeming sacrifice, 

Humbly at thy feet we fall, 
King Eternal, Lord of all. 


Holy Spirit, living still, 

Image of the Father's will, 

Every heart is thy domain, 

Thine to hold and thine to reign, 
Thou dost live in all things good, 
Justice» Love and Brotherhood, 
Thoughts aspiring, dreams that dare, 
Speak thy Presence everywhere. 


Father, Son and Spirit blest, 

Triune truth made manifest, 

Loyal hearts and helping hands 

Wait to serve thy clear commands, 
Guide our thoughts, our words and deeds, 
Guide us where thy spirit leads, 

Till the foes of Light succumb. 

Till thy blessed Kingdom come. 


—Alfred Grant Walton. 
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In the East, His welcome-star shines 
with the brighter radiance of believ- 
ing hearts. 


Faintly through the winter-stillness, 
come the century-old echoes of the 
angel-song. Join with it your voices. 
Let the mighty organs peal throughout 
the earth its message of good will 
toward men. 

On this day we face a time of peace. 
Sing, O Earth, the song the angels 
sang—sing ““PEACE ON EARTH— 
GOOD WILL TOWARD MEN”... And 
with the hope of peace renewed, may 
this Christmas be a happy one for 
you and yours. 


MOLLER 


THE ARTIST OF ORGANS-THE ORGAN OF ARTISTS 


HAGERSTOWN, MARYLAND. 


Beautiful 
HO NOR ROLLS 


A FITTING TRIBUTE 


for those of your 
Church now in the 


armed forces. 


Looks Like Bronze 
Plaques are cast from 
a special plastic 
formula, resembling 
bronze. Mounted on 
genuine walnut. 
Easily attachable 
nameplates may be 
ordered as needed. 
All kinds of designs and sizes available. 
Modestly priced—within reach of all. Write for 
full information to: 


“Bronze Tablet Headquarters” 


U. S. BRONZE SIGN CO. 
570 Broadway, New York, N. Y. 


98 " 
a SS. SONNS 2254 PAL CRUG 
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Choir at its Best . . is 
iB Always Well Dressed. 


CHOIR ROBES... .carefully tail- 
ored, correct styles, lovely colors, 
beautiful draping materials... 
PULPIT ROBES of distinction. 


CAP AND 
Gown Co. 


366 Fifth Ave. 
NEW YORK 1, N. Y. 


COLUMBUS 15, OHIO 


PULPIT & CHOIR GOWNS 


Pulpit Hangings - Altar Cloths 
Bible Markers - Communion Linens 
Embroideries - Fabrics 


L 
CHICAGO 6, ILL. 
CHAMPAIGN, ILL. 


183] Mesinewizemat sei 1944 


COx SONS & VINING, Inc. 


4.131 East 23rd Street, New York. 10, N.Y. 


for CHOIR GOWNS 
PULPIT ROBES 
Vestments * Hangings ° Stoles 
Embroideries, Etc. 
NEW CATALOG on Request 


NATIONAL CHURCH GOODS SUPPLY CO. 
Division of 

NATIONAL ACADEMIC: CAP & GOWN CO 

821-23 ARCH’ ST. PHILADELPHIA 7, PA. 


GOWNS : 
Ledting Beil 


Write for FREE Choir Gown Style Book 
C17, Pulpit Apparel Style Book CP67, 
Budget Payment Plan 117. 


E-R* MOORE Compaiy 


932 Dakin St., Chicago 13, Ill. 425 Fifth Ave., New York 16,N.Y 


WRITE FOR INFORMATION, 3015 CASITAS AVE., LOS ANGELES 
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WHERE TO BUY CHURCH 
EQUIPMENT 


BELLS AND CHIMES (Tower) 


Deagan, Inc., J. C. 2. 
Maas Organ Co. -..._... 
Meneely Bell Co. -...........-- 


BIBLES 
National Bible -.. 
Oxford University Press... 


BIBLE VISUALIZED 


Bond Side Ce. 22. * 


CANDLE & CANDLE SET 


Emkay Gandles 2c .2=! 5 


CHAIRS (Folding) 
Brunswick Seating Co. 
Redington Co. -...... 


CHURCH BULLETINS 
H. W. 
Woolverton Co. ....... 


Polson 


CHURCH FURNITURE 
AMERICAN SEATING 
co. 
Josephinum Furniture 
Redington Co., J. P. .. 


COMMUNION SERVICE 
Redington Co. 
Sanitary Com. Service ...... 


DUPLICATORS, STENCILS 
INKS 
Pittsburgh Typewriter 


GOWNS (Pulpit & Choir) 
Almy, Oo° My «2. 
Collegiate Cap & Gown 
Cottrell & Leonard, Ine. - 
Cox, Sons & Vining 
DeMoulin Bros, 

McCarthy & Simon 

E. R. Moore ....4..... : 
Nat. Ac. Cap & Gown . 
Ward & Go, G. Bax 


HONOR ROLLS 
Ashtabula Sign Co. . a 
Clark, (Wis dink eae 
Int. Bronze Tablet Co. .. 
U. S. Bronze Sign Go. .... 
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HYMN BOOKS 


Hope Pub. Co. ....-.....-.... BF! 


INSURANCE 


Ministers Life & Casualty 5 
Presby. Ministers’ Fund... 3: 


MISCELLANEOUS 
Goodenough & Woglom ... 3! 
SPIRITUAL 

MOBILIZATION WW 5 


ORGANS (Pipe) 


Austin Organ Co. 22 & 
Moller,“M. P. ...... 23S 
Schantz, A. J... 2 
Wicks Organ Co. _-ae 


PARISH RECORDS 


Mansfield  ~..........ue 5 
PUBLISHERS 
Abingdon-Cokesbury ~........ 5 
Bethany Press -............ 0 
DAVID C. COOK CO. 570- 
Harper & Bros. ..........55 
Little, Brown & Co. .W.. 5 
Macmillan Co. ........c.2==D 


REVELL PUB. CO. ...... 5 
UPPER ROOM PUB. CO. 5: 


W. A. WILDE CO> ae 5. 
RECORDINGS 

Morrison Laboratory ....... 5 
SERMON HELPS 

Author’s Research .....0.... 5 

Continental Writers ........ 5 


SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPPLIE‘ 


American S. S. Union .... 5 
Dietz, Wm. H., Ine, 2255 
Higley Press 
Standard Pub. 


WINDOWS (Stained Glass) 


St. Joseph’s Art Glass .. 5 
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Firms whose names you find here have proven thet 
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